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_ neceſſity for this Attempt at preſent. - But 


the good of Religion, and the Intereſt of the 


made to ruine our Religion, and deſtroy our 
Liberties. This an Union among Proteſtants 


4 1 

CSF. 
this happy Diſpoſition in both Parties conti- 
nued, or had the Iron been ſtruck, while it 
had been hot, our Differences had been hap- 
pily compos d, and there had not been any 


alas! no ſooner were our Fears blown over 
by the happy Revolution, and the acceſſion 
of his Majeſty to the Throne, but the Incli- 
nations of the Contending Parties to an Uni- 
on abated. It's true, that quickly after the 
Revolution ſome Attempts. were made to- 
wards a Comprehenſion ; but notwithſtand- 
ing the advantages of a Comprehenſion, with 
a limited Toleration, the Attempt was defeat- 
ed, and the Deſign blaſted, and all ended in 
an unlimited Toleration only. This has in- 
deed skinn'd over the Wound, but is far 
from healing it. The Church. now thinks 
her ſelf able ro preſerve her Conſtitution, 
without a Comprehenſion;' and therefore 
doth not concern her. ſelf to do any thing 
more, than what has been already done, for 
the Diſſenters. The Difſenters are eaſie, and 
do not feel che ſmart of their former Proſe- 
cutions, and therefore are contented with 
the Liberty they now enjoy. Both Partie: 
fit ſecure, as tho? there were no danger. But 
is all well ? Is nothing more to be done for 


Kingdom? Certainly there is; we are not 
fo ſecure, as ſome may think us to be; and 
therefore it is ſtill our Intereſt, to ſtrengthen 
our ſelves againſt whatever Attempts may be 


would 


3 
ould be one effectual means to do: For 
hat tends to the leſſening our Breaches, to 
he healing our Diviſions, tends alſo to ena- 
dle us to oppoſe the Attempts our Enemies 
y make, either to deſtroy the one, or 
— the- other. Let us not therefore be 
werſe to that which will be ſo real a benefit 
o Religion, and ſo great an advantage to 
he Kingdom. Did our Dangers once make 
s inclinable to unite? Let ir have the ſame 
fect upon us now we are perhaps now in 
as much danger as ever. We are told from 
he Preſs, that notwithſtanding all the en- 
deavours uſed to prevent the growth of Po- 
dery amongſt us, the Papiſts hope they ſhall 
get it eſtabliſhed ſtill, — boaſt that there is 
othing in the way to the accompliſhment of 

heir deſign, but the Liſe of his preſent Ma- 
eſty; And how much has their hope been 
ghrned by the irreparable loſs of the 
Duke of Gloneeſter ? It is indeed to be hop d 
hat their Predictions will prove falſe, — | 
hat God, who has hitherto baffled all their 
attempts and Deſigns 2 us; will ſtill be 
he Guardian of England, to preſerve us 
rom the Violence of "Thoſe | bloody Men ; bue 
yer their Confidence ought to make us 
Fatchful againſt them, by taking thoſe pru+ 
dent Methods, which may be moſt beneficial 
> us, and difadvantageous to them. As 
herefore the noble Attempts of che laſt Par · 
lament to ſecure us againſt them, gave Life 
to theſe Thoughts; fo it is to this Court, the 
ononr and Safety of the Eng\iſh Nation, we 
ve for Security ill, by their purſuing this 
32 Deſiga, 


1 
Deſign, which ows irs Life” and Original to 
their Zeal for the Security of the Proteſtant 
Religion among us. We beſeech you, Men, 
Bret bren ani Fathers, by all that is dear and 
facred to you, either as Lovers of Religion or 
your Country, confider how neceſſary it is 
in chis juncture of Affairs, by all means poſ- 
ſible to twiſt, as much as may be, the diffe- 
ring Interefts of the Kingdom into one; 
what an Advantage the effecting this Union 
will be to the Intereſt of Religion and Eng- 
land ; how much it will add to the Glory of 
His Majiſty, to have it accompliſhed im lis 

time; how much it will be the Honour of 
this Parliament, thereby to beal our Breach: 
es. Will not after Ages, when they remem 
ber your Zea for the Proreſtant Religion, 
_ and the Churches Peace, Tiſe up and call 
von Bleſſed ? When we conſider theſe things, 
we cannot hut hope that thoſe will-eheriſh 
this Deſign, who gave Liſe to it; and that 
they will not ſtifle in the Birth, what owes 

its Cohesption to them 
There are three things attempted in che 
followin Papers. An ' TT 
1. There are ſome Reaſons: offered, to 
few the reaſonableneſs and neceſſity of At- 
rempting this Work of _— our Breaches 

99 — N 56 
2. What may be fairly objefted againſt it, 

is ith patrialty conſidered and diſcuſſed. 
Oo: Some Methods are propoſed , which 
y, by the bleſſing of God, be uſeſul ſor 
— effe ding this Union; But if in this Part 
we 8 ſeem too 9 in the Propo- 


fals 


(5). 

als offered, and thereby co preſume to dictate 
o our Superiors; we beſeech the Reader to 
onſider, that we utterly diſclaim any ſuch 
hing; we only lay down there what, by 
onverſe with Men and Books, we find i is 
Nenerally excepted againſt by the Diſſenters, 
and do humbly - propoſe what we believe 
would be moſt ſatis factory to them. We have 
indeed added the Reaſons offered by the 
Church - men for, and by the Diſſenters againſt 
che things excepted againſt, that by ſetting 
things in this light, our Superiors, whoſe Wil 
dom we admire, and to which we intirely 
ſubmit, may judge the better of the Deſires 
ol the Diſſenters, whether it be reaſonable to 
gratiſie them in che things they except againſt, 
or no. There might be many Reaſons ur- 
ged, to ſhew the reaſonableneſs and neceſſity 
of this Union; but we ſhall coptine ourſelves 
to theſe ſollo wing. 

1. Now, if ever, s the inte 5 effetting ae 
compalſ ing this Union. It was a current Opi- 
nion among ſome of the Ancient Philoſo- 
phers, That there is a Golden and Critical 
Moment in every Man's Life, which if he be 
wiſe to lay hold on, may be to his benefit 
and advantage during his abode on this ſide 
the Grave; but that if he let this ſlip, itmight 
never return any more. To apply this to 
the Caſe in hand: This ſeems to be the criti- 
cal time of effecting and bringing about this 
Union; we have now a King ſitting at the 
Helm, who. is diſpoſed to concur with us in 
every thing that may be for our good, and 
"uM * it ſeems to be, That he is the 


B 3 great 


ee 7 ©. To © | 
great Support and Defence (under God) of 
the Proteſtant Religion; and who therefore, 
we have reaſon to hope, would concur with 
the Kingdom, in a matter fo beneficial to the 
good thereof, and ſo neceſſary for the pro- 
moting and ſtrengthening the Proceſtant In. 
tereſt among us. To this I may alſo add, 
That as it doth appear by the Law palled the 
laſt Seſſion againſt the Papiſts, that our Su- 
pream Court of Legiſlature did then conſiſt 
of worthy Men, who were concerned for the 
Intereſt of Religion; whoſe concurrence 
therefore we had reaſon to expect in ſo good 
a Work as this; ſo we hope, that the num- 
ber of theſe worchy Patriots will not be di- 
miniſhed but much increaſed inthe approach- 
ing Parliament. We have alſo now in the 
urch a Bright Conſtellation of Stars of the 
firſt Magnitude, Men of Renown' for God, 
famous in their day for Piety, Learning and 
Moderation, whoſe Lives are the Tranſcript 
of the Word they preach, who are in emi- 
nent Stations in the Church, and ſo in a ca- 
pacity to forward and promote an Union. 
There is now, Peace abroad, and therefore 
Leiſure at home to ſet about it. Can we e- 
ver wiſh for a more favourable Conjunction 
of happy Circumſtances for its effefting, than 
now there is ? This is therefore the moſt fa- 
- vourable Juncture, that can be put into our 
Hands, for che accompliſhing this great Af, 
fair. But if we let this Opportunity flip, 
we know not whether ever we may have a- 
nother ſuch put into our Hands. And how 
long this may laſt, we know not; the — 
SS L U 3 eat 
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Wreath is in his Noſtrils, and when He is 
"Wed, we know not who may come after. 
or tho" it is to be hoped, that the preſence 
Branches of the Royal Family have ſeen fo 
uch of the miſchief of our preſent and paſt 
'WDivifions, that they would endeavour to 
Wcompoſe our Breaches; yet if we conſider che 
ncerrainty of Humane Life, and other Cir- 
cumſtances, it is no way ſaſe to delay the ac- 
 Wcompliſhing this work to another Reign: for 
if we flip our preſent Opportunities, we may 
hereafter repent it, hen it is too late. Poft 
oft occafio cal ua. K 
2. Thu Union will be the moſt effectual 
means to ſerure 'the Proteflant Religion againſt 
the Deſigns of Payifts and others. The Papiſts 
have been in all Reigns — the ruine 
of the Proteſtant Religion and Intereſt in 
England; and to accompliſh their Deſigns, 
have been continually improving our Diviſi- 
ons againſt us, This has been the 
Engine, they have made uſe of. co ruine the 
Proteſtant Religion, both in Foreign Parts, 
and here at home. To this end, they have 
kindled and fomented the Flames of Diviſion 
continually among us. I think it might be 
cafily manifeſted, that the Papiſts have been 
at the bottom of all thole Divifions, which 
have, and fill do waſte and weaken the Pro- 
teſtant Intereſt in theſe Kingdoms. By this 
means, what they cannot do, either by the 
force of Arms, or dint. of Argument, they 
are in hopes ta accompliſh by our own inteſ- 
tine Diviſions. They know the advantage of 
ating by that Maxim, Divide and Rule. 
N Way... They 


7 
Thev know there is nothing can undet mine 
the Reformation, like that!. Tho they for- 
bid their Followers to conſult the Scriptures, 
yet in this they conſult themahemſelves :; for 
we find they are not unacquainted with our 
Saviour's Politicks, who has told us that a 
Kingdom divided againſt it ſelf cannot ſtand. 
If therefore our Differences and Diviſions a- 
mong our ſelves are fo very advantageaus to 
the Popiſn Deſigns of ruining the Proteſtanc . 
Religion, and are the great Engines by which 
they are endeavouring toaccompliſh this their 
Helliſh Contrivance ; then certainly it is an 
Union among our ſelves, that alone can moſt 
effectually diſappoint: and»baffle them. Let 
us make what Laws. we will againſt them, 
we ſhall never root out that reſtleſs Genera- 
tion of Men from amongꝭ us, unleſs we unite 
among our ſelves: for ſa long as they can 
crumble us into pieces, they will be ſtill ho- 
ping, that at laſt the happy Juncture will 
come, when, weakned by our own Diſſenti- 
ons, they ſhall totally deſtroy that Intereſt, 
which they have already divided. What can 
therefore be done half ſo effectually for the 
ſecutity of the Prdteſtant Religion, as to u- 
nite us? This is what they are moſt afraid 
of; this is the thing they are uſing their ut- 
moſt endeavours to prevent. This is what 
alone tan make us formidable to the Papiſts, 
and which will blaſt their hopes ſor ever. 
This is therefore hat every zealous Prote- 
ſtant ſhould endedvur aſter, ay "vg for 
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9 
» This nion will he a great means of com- 
Ws the Civil Differences. and - Fattions , 
which do continually. ue and diſturb. the State, 
Factions in the State, have very often their 
riſe from Factions in Religion; and if they 
have not always their riſe from them, yet ve- 
ry oſtem they are beigbrened by them. Dif- 
ferences in Religion make Men jealous and 
afraid of one another; and fear of each other 
naturally produces Cruelty to each other. 
The Church is afraid of being undermined 
by the Diſſenters, and therefore they think it 
their Prudence to keep them under; the Dif. 
ſenters are afraid of the Church, that they, 
if it were in their power, would deprive them 
of the Liberty they now enjoy to worſhip 
God according to the Dictates of their, own 
Conſciences, and therefore they think it their 
Prudence to do what they can to curb and 
leſſen their Authority, or even quite to over- 
throw it. From theſe Counter-dgligns of the 
differing Parties, proceed very often State- 
ſactions: For, on the one hand, the Church 
uſeth her Authority to cruſh thoſe, who ſhe 
believes are endeavouring to undermine her; 
and on the other hand, the Diſſenters are u- 
ſing their Artifices to ward off the blow, and 
ſecure themſelves, or perhaps to return it if 
they have opportunity. By theſę counter- 
actings of the two differing Factions, the 
tate is very often imbroiled and weakened, 
t therefore between theſe tuo Parties there 
could be any agreement, if there were found 
any; common Baſis in which they might cen» 
ter, all thaſe Broils, which are ocgaſioned 15 
| F* the 
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(1) 
the State by theſe Breaches and Diviſions, 
would be prevented. Then the Diſſentery 
would not be afraid of the Church-men, nor 
the Church-men of the Diſſenters, for that 
they would be cemented into one Body ; and 
what a mighty ſtrengthening this would be 
to the State, I leave to the Judgmenr of any 
one tolerably verſed in Politicka 

4. Thu Union would promote that further 

Proj 765 of @ Civil Union with Scotland. This 
is a 4 Proje, which has asoften miſcarried hi- 
therto, as it has been attempted. I do not 
end to determine, wherher ſuch an Uni- 

on will be of advantage to the Kingdom, or 
no; I love not to meddle with things bey ond 
my Sphere, I therefore leave the determina- 
tion of this to thoſe, who underſtand this 
matrer better than i confeſs) I do; but in 
caſe ſuch an Union be deſigned, and will be 
advantageous to us, there is nothing like to 
make the Attempt ſucceſsful, ſo much as an 
Union in Religion among our ſelves. There 
are three things neceſſary to incorporate two 
People, That their King, Laws and Religion 
ſhould be rhe; where any of theſe are 
different, or _ it will prove almoſt i im · 
flible to incorporate two People any other 
vay r ſubduing the one to the other 
by conqueſt. A difference in any one of 
theſe three things will render all Treatigs of 
Union ineffectual. Now in reſpect of the 
reſent ſtate af the two Kingdoms of England 
nd Scotland, they have the ſame King, and 
have fo had 'for the ſpace of almoſt an hun- 
dred Years ; there ig therefore no . 


(1) 
of this Union can ariſe from thence. As to 
the Laws of either Kingdom, what difft- 
culties may ariſe from ' thence to the hin- 
drance of this Union, and the Means to ob- 
viate them, I leave to the Lawyers to confi- 
der. But yet, as I ſuppoſe, the Laws of 
both Kingdoms are grounded upon Juſtice 
and Right Reaſon, and therefore in 
of their Equity, and the Juſtice of them, are 
ſubſtantially the fame ; ſo 1 believe the Dif. 
ficulties, ariſing from this Diverſity in the 
Laws, may be ſurmounted by the ſtrenuous 
Endeavours of the Learned in the Law in ei- 
ther Kingdom. The great difficalry, that will 
therefore lie in the way of this Union, when- 
ever attempted, will ariſe from the difference 
of Religion in either. Tho both Kingdoms 
are Proteſtants, and their Faith and Religion 
ſubſtanrially the fame ; yet the Diſcipline and 
Modes of Worſhip in either Kingdom are 
different ; and this will render all Treaties of 
Union very difficult, if not impoſſible to be 
effected, unleſs ſome expedient be found out 
to compoſe and heal this mighty difference: 
for Men have a greater regard to, and gene- 
rally are fonder of their particular Diſcipline 
and Rites, than their common Faith, The 
only way to heal this difference, will be by 
uniting (if poſſible) both Churches ; and the 
way to this Union, is an Union among our 
ſelves : For if the Church of England opens 
her Arms ſo wide, as to embrace and re- 
cceive into her Communion all thoſe reaſona- 
ble and pious ' Perſons, who now ſeparate 
from her, as ſcrupling ſome things ſhe en- 

joyns 


made for this Umion in the State ſhould. fail, 
it would be a very great advantage to the 


in her Worſhip and Liſcipline) by the gc- 


(ir) 
joym her Members; it may be teaſonably 
ſuppoſed, that then the Church ot. Scotland 

may be brought to comply alſo with her 
Terms, ſecipg the Reaſons why the Church 
of Scotland ditſers from that of England, ate 
much the ſame with thoſe which the Diſſen- 
ters in England alledge againſt: Communis 
on with her. And if once an Union in Diſ- 
cipling. and Worſhip, between the two 
Churches of Enrland and Scotland, were ef- 
fefted; ic would be a very great ſtep to a Ci. 
vil Union and Incorporation of the two Peo- 
ple. Tho' if ſuch an Union ſhould not be 
thought advantageous to us, or if the Attempt 


Church of England, if (ſor a ſew alterations 


compliſhment of ſuch an Union betwixt the 
two Churches, ſhe could gain ſuch a great 
enlargement of her Borders. But if this nei- 
ther ſhould. be the effect of her Condeſcenſi- 
on; yet it will be to our everlaſting Honour, 
that we in England have thus. manifeſted 
our willingneſs, not only to give Satisfaction 
to our weak Brethren at home; but alſa to 
come to ſuch a temper, as may be à flit 
Foundation for a more intimate Union be- 
wirt the two Siſter Churches, between 
whom the diſtance at preſent is 10 wide. 
5. An Union at Home, may further and ad- 
mance an Union between the. Lutheran and 
Calviniſt Churches abroad. Small Beginnings 
have ſometjmes had very conſiderable Ef- 
ts: And who knows, but that if we 800 
wou! 


= 
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rould but ſet the Example, God might bleſs 
sin England with being the firſt Beginners 
of a Catholiek Union among all Proteſtants? 
hat an Honour this would reflect upon the 
hurch of England, to be, by her own Ex- 
ample, the Promoter of the Univerſal Peace 
of Iſrael, I leave others to judge. But tho 
this ſhould not be the conſequence of this 
Union here, yet certainly the Reproach of 
being unable to heal her n Breaches wou'd 
be done away, and the Church of England, 
whoſe Glory is now ſullied by the Defection 
of ſo many of her Members from her, would 
then be the Honour of Chriſtianity, and the 
Glory of the Reſot mation: She would then 
ſnine by her own luſtre, and would reſemble 
the City of; God above, while that ſhe ap- 
peared to be indeed the Pattern of Primitive 
Purity and Charity: She might then juſtly 
challenge to her elf. the Umpirage and Arbi- 
tration of the Differences abroad. It was a 
cutting Reply which was once made by a 
foreign Divine to a. Divine of our own 
Church, who now very worthily fills one of 
the Sees thereof, who, When he was preſſing 
with all the Topicks he, could make uſe of 
to that purpoſe, an Union between the Lu- 
tberans and Calviniſtu, as neceſſary on many 
accounts, was took up with this ſharp Reply, 
That he wonder d much to ſee a Divine of the 
| Church: of England pre/s That ſo much upen 
him, when we, notwithſt ending the Dang(7s we 
were in, could not agree aur own Differences. 
Ler the.'Church of England (ſays he farther) 
beal hen own Breaches, and then all the reft 4 
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the Reformed Churches will with great reſpett 
admit of ber Mediation to heal theirs, What 
a tendency to Peace abroad, mighe the be. 
ginnings of Peace here at home have! Oh 
that God would enlighten and direct us, that 
we might be diſpoſed to Peace and Union 
There is nothing could reflect more Glory on 
our Gr, than this; there is nothing can 

poſſibly raiſe and advance her Repuration, 
— the Reformed Churches abroad, 
more than this. 

6. An Onion among all ſober ted rnfancth 
Chritiens wonld in a great meaſure prevent 
thoſe Soul-damming Errors of the Deiſis and 
Socmians, whereby Religion & undermined, and 
the Faith of the Church endangered. It is a 
mouruſul Conſideration, That in a Nation, 
which 'profeſs themſelves to be Chriſtiens, 
damning Errors and Hereſies, fo inconſiſtent 
wich Chriſtianity as thoſe of the Socinians and 
Deifs are, ſhould grow and ſpread ſo faſt a 

mong the It is eaſie ro diſcern in 
what Ground theſe Weeds grow. Thar theſe 
deſtructive Errors, ſo prejudicial: to the Souls 
of Men, and Shonourable to 5 m6 
Religion 'profeſt by us, are pro 
the Papiſts, will appear to any be — doth bu 
conſider the Nation and Stock from whence 
the great Patron of the Socinian Cauſt is de- 
ſcended. I am 149 inſormed, that by 
Nation he is Iriſh, and by Stock Pog piſh. For, 
that his Mother was a Papiſt, I was — 
by thoſe who liv d in the fame Family where 
he converſed, tho under a Diſguife for a con- 
 fiderable time; but yet under 2 * 
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acknowledged as much to the Family as I 
we aſſerted concerning him. By the way 
xerefore, I think it as reaſonable, that this 
mayer of the Faith of the Holy - Jeſus 
whoſe Teners are fo pernicious, and whoſe 
hoctrines are thus oppoſite to the Faith of 
e Reformed Churches, -whoſe Deſcent is 
certainly Popiſh, if he himſelf be not, as 
any are apt to think, a Papiſt in Orders) 
hould be made an Example of Publick Juſtice 
s well as thoſe who openly profeſs the Ro- 
iſh Faith: He deſerves it more than theſe, 
as much as a ſecret Foe is more dangerous 
han an open Enemy. Thus we ſee, that 
hoſe who dare not directly, under a Prote- 
Government, ſet up for Popery, do by 
direct corruptions of our Faith openly en- 
leavour to obtain their End. From whence, 
dy the way, we may learn, That while we; 
by our Div iſions, are eager to weaken: 
elves, the Pa piſts are not aſleep; bur, lay- 
ag hold of every opportunity to ruine us. 
u theſe Opinions are propagated by the Pa · 
piſts, ſo we, by our Animoſities and Conten- 
tions with each other, give them fir oppor » 
tunities of ſpreading their pernicious Do- 
Ctriges ; to which purpoſe, they are daily 
improving the Toleration of Tender Conſci- 
ences againſt us all. And what Opportuni- 
ties do we put into their hands to make the 
beſt ad vantage of their time? For, while we 
ſhould be defending the Common Faith a- 
gainſt the common Underminers of it, every 
one is in the Defence of his own Te- 
nets aga inſt thoſe of his Brother, tho it may 
| | be 


, 
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be they are not worth the defending'; and 
the mean time the Deſence of the Common 
Faith lies neglected. I can compare ou 
Caſe. to nothing bur a Town on fire here 
while every one is endeavouring (not to ex. 
tinguiſh the Fire which burns the Town, but) 
to ſave his own Houle, rhe whole is conſu. 
med. Thus Chriſtians, while: they are every 
one maintaining their own ͤunneceſſary Te- 
nets, neglect the Deſence of the: Common 
Faith, until they are all in danger of being 
overtaken by, and involved in the Common 
Deſtruction, brought upon us by thoſe Un- 
derminers of it. If erer we would avoid the 
Miſchiefs which our inteſtine Diviſionswwill 


certainly bring upon us, if not prevented by 


our own Prudence; if ever we would cruſh 
theſe growing Errors, and diſappoint thereby 
the Deſigns of our Enemies; we muſt come 
to an Union and Agreement among our 
ſel ves. If we were once united and the 
petty Differences among us laid aſleep, we 
ſhould better obſerve our Oppoſers} and be 


more at leiſure to deſend our Faith: Till 


ſuch an Union be effected, our Religion can- 
not be ſafe, but we ſhall continually be ex- 
poſed to the Aſſaults of our Enemies. I wiſh 
therefore we may ſee the Neceſſity of Uniring 


before our Dixiſions have fo far weaken d us 


that an n among us will beof no advan- 
us. > 4 vr 1571 ge 

F. An 3 — al Piores: Chriſtians N 
very much facilitate tbe Mor af Reformation 4. 
mong us, The debauching the Manmners of 


0 Men, is another Artifice whereby the Papiſts 
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are endeavouring to ruine and deſtroy our 
Religion. They know, that the way to 
make Men of any Religion, is, firſt to make 
them of none. I make no doubt, but that 
much of that univerſal Depravation of Man- 
ners, which now we have cauſe to lament 
and bewail, and which is almoſt grown too 
mighty to be maſtered by the utmoſt Efforts 
made againſt it, is owing to the Artifice and 
Contrivance of Papiſts. By this general De- 
pravation of our Manners, the Papiſts have 
a" twofold Advantage over our Religion; 
hereby they have matter afforded tor the re- 
proaching the Proteſtant Religion, as a Sink 
of Uncleanneſs and all manner of Immorali- 
ty; hereby alſo: Men are diſpoſed to enter- 
tain Popery, whenever it ſhall obtain the 
Aſcendericy among us: for when Men are 
once unhinged from every Religion, they are 
qualified for the embracing that Religion 
which ſhall be uppermoſt. To diſappoint 
and defeat therefore the Enemies of our Re- 
ligion, in their hopes ariſing from either of 
theſe Advantages, it is abſolutely neceſſary 
that the Practice of Religion ſhould be encou- 
raged among us. There are indeed great At- 
tempts made to effect this difficult and almoſt 
inſurmountable Work; and God has bleſſed 
the Endeavours that have been uſed to bring 
it to ſome Perſection, wonderfally : This is 
(as a worchy Divine lately obſerved ) the 
only thing almoſt that looks with a proſpe- 
reus Aſpect upon us. But tho there are ma- 
ny Endeavours ufed with Succeſs to bring 
about this Reformation — us; yet the 

one 
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one thing needſul is ſtill wanting, via. An 
Union among ſerious Chriſtians. So long as 
there are Contentions among good Men a- 
bout Trifles, there will be thoſe who, be- 
cauſe there are Differences in Religion, will 
believe there is no Religion; ho therefore 
will live as they liſt. I confeſs it is no good 
Argutnent, that becauſe there are Differences 
in Religion, therefore there is no Religion: 
This is as tho, becauſe as to all the particu- 
lar (ircumſtances of the Nature of any one 
thing in the World no two Men perhaps in 
the World are univerſally agreed, that there- 
fore there is nothing at all in the World. It 
ſhould rather be an Argument, That becauſe 
there are ſo many Diſputes about it, there 
muſt be therefore ſome ſuch thing as Religi- 
on: Jenoti nulla cupido. But yet tho this Ar- 
gument 4s not conſequential and good, yet it 
is an Argument that by Experience is found 
to be very powerful in ſwaying the corrupt 
Minds of Men. If therefore we would take 
off the Prejudices of Men againſt Religion, 
we muſt lay alide our Heats,” and compoſe 
our Differences: Unity is the only way to re- 
form us effectually, and with fucceſs. Did 
good Men but conſider how many bad Men 
their Differences make, they would be care- 
fal how they rend the ſeamleſs Coar of Chriſt 
lightly. So miſchievous are Differences, that 
ſmall Truths ſhould not divide us eafily. If 
we underftand it of Truths not neceſſary, 
that was a noble Saying of Eraſmus, Adeo in- 
viſe ſunt mihi diſcordiæ, ut weritas etiam con- 
temtioſa diſpliceat. I hate Diſcord fo 1 * 
acai - that 
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that Truth it ſelf, diſpleaſes me when it is a 
matter of Contantioamg. * 
8. I is the Intereſt of all Parties, that an 
Urian ſhould, upon rea/onable terms, be made be- 
teen the Church men and the ſober Diſſenters. 
I have often, admired, that what is ſo much 
every body's Intereſt, has been ſo much, and 
by ſo many, oppoſed. I know no Perſon, 
but the Papiſt, .whoſe Intereit it is not to 
promote, but oppoſe this Union. That 
therefore it has been hitherto prevented, is 
not becauſe it interferes with the Intereſt of 
any Party of Proteſtants ; but, becauſe it in- 
terferes with the Popiſh Intereſt: Theſe are 
the Men, who by their Artifice and Cunning 
have hitherto. with roo great Succeſs divided 
us. Had we but known, either what is the 
Intereſt of Religion, or what is our own In- 
tereſt, we ſhould not have ſo long continued 
to maintain and keep up our Differences, but 
ſhould have compoſed them long ere this. 
To illuſtrate this Reaſon more fully to the 
Capacity of every Man, I ſhall evidence it to 
be the ſpecial Intereſt, not only of the 
Church in general, but of the Nobility and 
Gentry in particular; as alſo of the Diſſen- 
ters, to join their Endeavours jointly to prov 
mote and bring about this Union. 1 
1. It is the great Intereſt of the Church- 
men, that this Union ſhould be effected. By 
this Addition of her now ſeparated Brethren, 
her Beauty and Strength would be much en- 
creaſed. It is with the Church as with a 
piece of Architecture, the larger the Founda- 
tions are laid, the more magnificent and 
"Br. 91 ſtrong 
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ſtrong the Superſtructure is like to be. There 


is nothing can render the Church more for- 


midable to her Enemies, or ſafe againſt their 
Attempts, than an Union among all ſober 
Proteſtants; by this means her Diviſions , 
which give ſuch a great Advantage to her 


Enemies, will be healed, and her Borders 
enlarged, by the Addition of a Society of 
Men who are zealous for the Proteſtant 
Faith, and (if the Church were but better 
acquainted with them) would be found to 
be capable of defending her againſt all thoſe 
Errors with which ſhe is on every fide at- 
tack'd, and who would therefore join hear- 


tily in her Defence againſt the Oppoſitions 


of Papiſts and others. I am ſatisfied, that if 
both ſides were bur better acquainted, or did 
bur know each other better, there would 
not be that Averſion to Unity which has hi- 
therto appeared too much on both ſides. It 
is Prejudice, and Ignorance of each others 
Diſpoſitions, doth on both fides keep open 
the Breach, to the great diſadvantage of che 
Church, and weakning the Proteſtarit In- 
tereſt uk 

2. As it is the great Intereſt of the Church 
in general, ſo in a ſpecial manner is it the 
Intereſt of the Nebility and Gentry, that this 


Union ſhould be effected. In the Safety and 


Preſervation of the Proteſtant Religion doth 
conſiſt that Security which Theſe have for a 
great part of their Eſtates; which they muſt 
certainly part with, it ever Popery ſhould 
get the upper hand among us. It was 
elteem'd a great piece of Policy in Henry the 

oh Eighth, 
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cre Eighth, to divide the Church Lands among 
for- the Nobility and Gentry : this indeed I never 
zeir look'd on as an effect of the Policy of that 
ber Prince, but rather of his laviſh and profuſe 
ns , Temper; but whether it were from the one 
her or the other, I confeſs, that under God it 
has been the great Security of the Proteſtant 
Intereſt among us. Now it is the Intereſt 
even of thoſe who have no regard either 
to the Good of the Church, or the Salvati- 
on of their Souls, out of a regard to their 
Eſtates, to defend and maintain the Prote- 
ſtant Religion ; becauſe if chat is overturned 
among ys, they muſt part with a very con- 
ſiderable part of their Eſtates to the former 
Proprietors of them. We all know the 
Temper and Diſpoſition of the Church of 
Rome too well, to believe that if once they 
recover our Churches, they will patiently 
permit us to enjoy thoſe Lands, without di- 
ſturbance, which did once belong to their 
Churches, and of which, in Right of them, 
they were then the Poſſeſſors. And if a Re- 
ſtitut ion of theſe muſt be made by the pre- 
ſent Owners, what an Eclipſe this will be 
to that Grandeur and Plenty which our 
Gentry are the Poſſeſſors of, I leave ta thoſe 
to judge, who cenſider that before the Re- 
formation one Third part of the Profits of 
our Lands did belong to the Church. 1f 
therefore theſe would effectually ſecure their 
Eſtates, they muſt ſecure the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion ; for the Intereſt of the one, and of 
the other, are inſeparably joined: And if e- 
Ler they would ſecure the Proteſtang Reli- 
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gion from the Attempts of Papiſts, and there- 
by fecure their Eſtates, they muſt unite the 
Profeſſors of it: for, in the Union of theſe 
doth conſiſt the Strength of the Proteſtant 
Intereſt in England, and by conſequence the 
Security of the Riches and Grandeur of our 
Gentry. Ina word, it is fo far the Inter 
of Theſe that this Union ſhould be accom- 
pliſhed, that until this be effected, neither 
our Religion, nor their Eſtates, can be ſecure 


from the reſtleſs Endeavours of the Papiſts. 


3. It is in a ſpecial manner the Intereſt of 


the Diſſenters, that there ſhould be an Union 


effected between the Church-men and Them: 
Now, at moſt, they are but tolerated; they 
live at beſt bur precariouſly, upon the uncer- 
tain Bounty of their BenefaCtors ; and there- 
fore are neceſſarily obliged to be ſubject to 
the peeviſh Humours of every fretful Perfon 
who has either a Power or Will to raiſe Par- 
ties or Factions amongſt ther, But if chis 
Union were effected, they would then be- 
come a Part of the preſent Eſtabliſnment; 
they would have a certain and legal Mainte- 
nance; they would not then have ſuch a De- 
pendance upon the People for it; and rhere- 
fore would be capable of a freer Exercife of 
their Miniſtry than now they are; they need 
not then be afraid of diſpleaſing every cap- 
tious Temper, but might with a greater free- 
dom reprove the Immorality of their Audi- 
tors than now they can. n 
9. Thus Union is feifible, and eaſie to · be ef- 
fected. There is nothing wanting but a peace- 
able Diſpoſition in the ſeveral Parties con- 
SEP +> . COLI ETD a cerned, 
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cerned, to effect and accompliſh it. What 
is it chat divides us? It is no fundamental 
Article of Faith, or neceſſary Duty of Reli- 
gion; WE have all the ſame G04. the ſame 
Saviour, the ſame Faith, the ſame Baptiſm, 
the ſame Bible; we diſagree ahout nothing 
that is neceſſary to Religion: All the Diffe- 
rence which has ſo long divided us, is only 
about ſome Modes of Diſcipline and Wor- 
ſhip, which are not by either Side eſteemed 
of ah either to the Being or well ordering 
orſhip of God; about ſome little 
Thad, which by one Side ate accounted in- 
different, by the other Side unlawful, or at 
leaſt inexpedient. What a little matter there- 
fore is requifed to unite and heal all dur 
Breaches ? Only the Alteration of a few um 
neceſſiry Things, which the one Side cannot 
(as they pretend) comply with for fear of 
offending God, as judging them unlawful; 
whereas the other ſide look upon them as 
things indifferent,” which they may retain or 
abokſh at their Pleaſure, without any Offence 
againſt God, hich therefore they may upon 
this occafion part with without offering any 
violence ot wrong to their Con ſciences. And 
if ever theſe- things, which are alterable in 
their Nature, and diſputable as to their Law- 
fulneſs, ate according to their Nature to be 
altered, it is now, when the Common Cauſe 
of Reli pion, and the Union of the Church, 
doth fo much call for if, "ry 
Thus have I gien feveral Reaſons, why 
an Union among all ſober and reaſonable Pro- 


teſtancs 1 is abſolutely neceſſary for the * 
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of the Church and Intereſt'of Religion. 
proceed now, according to the Method 
propoſed, to conſicler what i is, or may, with 
any pretence of Reaſon; be alledged by any 
againſt it. This ſhall the more willingly 
do, that by this means a matter of ſo great 
Concernment for the Benefit and — 
of Religion, may be ſet in its true and pro 
Light. In performing this part of the Work, 
We ſhall (laying aſide all Prejudice and Par- 
tiality, the great Enemies to naked Truth) 
propoſe what is or may be objected againſt 
the Neceſſity of . AI. in its * a 

end eee a 


 Objet. [# * may ** be pleaded by 
ſome, that it is beneath the Church to con- 


deſcend fo ſar, as to court ſuch ſactious Sepa- 
ratiſts as the Diſſenters are to an Union with 
her; That it is the Duty oſ het ſtubborn and 
vebellious Sons to return to their Obedience, 
by complying with the innocent and lau- 
dable Cuſtoms of their Holy Mother; Thar 
for che Church to forego her Rites and Ce- 
remonies "to pleaſe a 'few-faftious Perſons, 
who will never be quiet; but are like the 
troubled Seas, which continually are caſting 
up Mire and Filth, is to expoſe her Autho- 
:ricy+ to Contempt, and to make her vile and 
deſpicable; Tbat the only way to maintain 
the Honour and Grandeur of the Church, is 
to maintain her Authority over her Mem- 
wers, and to r her 1 againſt all * 
Co Nen 5117 Ty 7. * | 
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Reply. There are ſeveral things contained 
in this Objection fit to be conſidered :. as, 
That i it is the Duty of Chriſtians to ſubmit to 
the innocent and commendable Cuſtoms of 
that Church of which they are Members; 
and, That it is neceſſary that the Authority 
of the. Church ſhould be maintained: That 
at leaſt one way to maintain that, is to de- 
ſend het Rites and | Ceremonies againſt Op- 
poſers: That the Diſſenters are ſactious, and 
but ſew z and, That it is beneath the Church 
to condeſcend ſo far, as to court them to a 
Union with her. Theſe, I think, are al | 
thoſe things which are of any. weight or mo- 
ment in the Objection : All which therefore 
"_ in their order conlider. 
grant thar it is the great Duty of eve- 
9 — des, in his place, to preſerve the 
of that Church of which he is a Mem- 
ber, by a Submiſſion to the. i innocent and lau- 
dable Cuſtoms thereof. No Man ought need- 
lelly to violate the Church's Peace by a caul- 
leſs Separation from her upon the Account of 
the Rites of that Church whereof he. is a 
Member. Tho! I cannot allow a cauſleſs Se- 
paration, as ſuch, to be, in the proper a 
ſtrict, Signification of the Ward, a JA; 5 
yet, I cannot but look upon it as a Sin of a 
more Scarlet dye than that of Schiſm is, be- 
cauſe the evil thereof is more heinous, and 
of a greater extent. He that doth, without 
a juſt Ground ſor it, rend the ſeamleſs Coat 
of.Chriſt, ſinneth greatly againſt God. 
Man ought to be very well fatisfied that the 
e * n be doth it are e Rik 
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Whether the Church has not Authority to 


Fries by all ſober and reaſonable Men on 
The 
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able, before he withdraws himſelf from the 
Zommunion of a Church. Sotne indifferent 
ites are no juſtifiable Grounds of a Separa- 
tian. Every Church has its Rites, 'which are 
innocent in themſelves, and neceſſary for the 
Order and Well-management of the Church 
wich theſe her Members ought to comply, 
and not either from Faction, of Intereſt,” for 
the fake of theſe to divide the Church: this 
all reaſonable Men muſt neceſſarily” be bon. 
vinced of. The great Queſtion between the 
Church. men and the yr, +: rad them 


J mean who ate reaſonabſe Men; is not, 
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impoſe Rites, or, Whether it is not the Du- 
ty of her Members to comply with them, 16 
be it they be innocent and harmleſs'; this, as 
it is maintained by the one Part), f© it is 


other ſide: But rhe Queſtion turns here, 
Whether thoſe Rites the Chutch enjoins are 
innocent, and not, on the contrary, ſinful? 
The Church pleads for the former; the Diſ- 
ſenters aſſert the latter, and therefore plead, 
that they cannot comply with chem for fear 
of offending God, I will not pretend to de. 
termine this, either on the one ſide or the 
other. There are ſome, that think it would 
por a final Iſſue to this matter; if che Diſtin- 
ion of Rites and Ceremonies into ſimple | 


and mixt, were but allowed ard ſeriouſſy 


- 
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conſidered by thoſe who difagree about the 
Rites in Diſpute. Simple Rites and: Ceremo- 
hies, are only a Determination of th6ſe Ge- 
netal- Crcumfandes of Worſhip, 'whiclvare 
& * 3 | d 
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in general propoſed in the Scripture, _but are 
lefe to the particular Determination of. the 
ſeveral Churches, as their ſeveral Circum- 
ſtances do require. Such Rites and Ceremo- 
nies as theſe the Church has an Authority to 
decree, ordain, determine, and enjoin; and 
in theſe it is a Chriſtian's Duty co ſubmit. 
Mixt Rites and Ceremonies are ſuch, which 
either are not, or cannot be, en joined or ob- 
ſerved, without the Injunction or Obſerva- 
tion of ſomething new, added to the matter 
of Divine Worlhip. Theſe Ceremonies or 
Rites, the Diſſenters ſay, and the Church al- 
lows it, that ſhe has no Right to enjoin, nei- 
ther is it the Duty of her Members to pra- 
ctiſe them; but, on the contrary, to oppoſe - 
em, 28 Innovations in the Worſhip of 
LL, 

2. I grant that it is neceſſary, for the Ho- 
nour of Religion, and the Safety of the 
Church, that her Authority ſhould be main- 
tained and ſupported, e only Way to 
preſerve Peace and Order in the Church, -is 
to keep up a due Government in her, accor- 
ding to the Canons, either expreſly laid 
down in the Scripture, or which are, accor- 
ding to'the Power which God has granted 
to the Church, eſtabliſhed by her tor this 
purpoſe ; provided there be always a ſpecial 
regard had to the Limitation of this wer 


in_Scripture. . For tho? the Diſſenters deny 
the Church's Power to decree or ordain 
mixt Ceremodbies, yet all ſober Men muſt 
grant, That the Church hath a Power gf de- 
crecing ſimple and naked Rites ; in Which 
P R 7. 3%; L— 
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Senſe I am apt to think that moſt Diſſenters 
would readily Subſcribe the 2oth Article of 
the Church of England. It this he not gran- 
ted, it is impoſſible that there ſhould be any 
Government or Order in the Church, but 
the whole muſt neceſſarily be a heap of Con- 
fuſſon : for, What Order can there be in a 
Church, who has no Authority, or whoſe 
Authority is not maintained and ſupported ? 
The great Doubt of many ſober Diſſenters is 
not, whether the Charch's Authority is to be 
maintained, this is by all ſober Men granted ; 
but, whether the Church doth not go be- 
yond her Authority, in ordaining and en- 
joining the Obſervation of thoſe things which 
they in their Conſciences believe to be un- 
lawful; and, whether this ſuppoſed Extent 


of her Authority beyond its bounds, be not | 


an Act of Tyranny over the Conſciences' of 
Men; whether therefore, tho' Men are 
bound for Conſcience- ſake to ſubmit to the 
Church's lawful Authority, they are for the 
ſame reaſon bound and obliged to ſubmit to 
her in the things in diſpute. 4 
3. I do deny, That the way to maintain 
the Church's Authority, is to defend her 
Rites and Ceremonies againſt all Oppoſers. 
This is indeed the way which ſome high Ce- 
remonialifts have raken ro maintain it ; but 
with what ſucceſs, the Effects ſhew us. The 
moſt effectual way to maintain the Church's 
Authority, is to defend her Faith from all 
the Corruptions with which deluded and ob- 
Rinate Hereticks are every day W 
fo undermine and ruine it; as alſo, to 
Ne # 1 * > , * . * car 
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careful that het Members, eſpecially her Mi- 
niſters, do fecommend this Faith by their 
own holy Liſe and Example to others. It 
has been a very great Miſtake which the 
Church, prompted thereunto by her ſecret, 
but implacable Enemies, has almoſt ever ſince 
the Reformation made, in exerting the edge 
of her Power and Authority (which ought 
to have been levelled chiefly againſt thoſe 
who have either innovated in her Faith, or 
apoſtatiz d from the ſtrict Rules of Holineſs ) 
againſt thoſe who have only ſcrupled ſome 
Rites which the Church her ſelf looks upon 
to be but indifferent, and therefore, without 
any Detriment to the Faith, or Practice of 
Religion, may be let alone. This Miſtake 
about the proper Objects for the exerciſe of 
her Power, has very much impaired and leſ- 
ſened the Church's Authority. The Primi- 
tive Church took another courſe to maintain 
it, which proved much more ſucceſsful, not- 
withſtanding all the Difficulties ſhe then la- 
boured under by the violent Oppreſfions of 
her Enemies. 'The Church was not then 
fond of pompous Ceremonies ; the Worſhip 
of God was then (as an excellent Prelate ob- 
ſerves) pure and ſpiritual, fimple, and free 
from Coſt and Pomp, from Theatrical Shews 
as well as idolatrous Rites: And as they were 
not fond of theſe things; ſo neither did they 
exert their Authority in the defence of them; 
they curned rhe edge of their Authority ano - 
ther way, and employed their ſpiritual Pow- 
er to preſerve the Church's Faich from Er- 
ror, and the Practice of her Members from 

Scandal. 
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Scandal. They did not cenſure Perſons who 
were ſaund in the Faith, and exclude them 
who were. unblameable in their Lives from 
DOommunion with them, only becauſe they 
could not comply with every indifferent * 
which they look d — as decent: 
Cenſures were pronounced againſt the Car. 
rupters of their Faith; their Excommunica. 
tions were denounced. againſt the unju — 
able and obſtinate Impieties of their 
bers, While this Temper laſted among Sn 
they flouriſhed in the Unity of the Faith, and 
the pure and holy ſimplicity ef theit Worſhip 
was attended with the daily addition of new 
Converts to Chriſtianity : The Holineſs of 
their Lives recommended their Doctrines to 
all about them; ſa that the Church was dai- 
ly enlarged in her Borders. As this Spirit in | 
the Profeſſors oſ Chriſtianity declined, and a 
Value and Eſteem for a pompous and eheatri- 
cal Worſhip enereaſed; fo the Glory of [rae 
did r decline, and the Subſtance of 
2 y degrees dwindled into a mere 
ineſs, the great Evidence of the 
Effects of the — — decreaſed, 
and Pomp and Grandeur. the great Qppaſices 
to Primitive Purity and Simplicity, encreaſed 
daily. By this means indeed vain. Minds 
were gratified, but fpiritual Minds were 
greatly offended, A theatrical Warſhip, a- 
bounding with pompous Ceremonies, may 
pleaſe and tickle vain Fancies ; but it is Sim- 
plicity and Purity that doth. affect and charm 
the Heart of a ſerious Perſon: This adds a 
dn. to Religion, far beyond all the Pomp 


with 
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with which Superſtition can poſſibly vamp it: 
This ſtrikes her Members with an awe and 
fear of her Authority, which influences Mens 
Lives more than the Wonder that is raiſed in 
them for a time, by a view of her outward 
Grandeur, can do. This may be laid down 
as a Rule, that the leſs Ceremony and 

and the more Simplicity and Purity, there is 
in the Worſhip of any Church, the greater is 
her Authority over her Members: There is 
in Simplicity and Purity Charms, which do 
by an unſeen, but irreſiſtable force, WEED 
and draw Men to Obedience. 

4. Another thing fit to be conſidered i in 
this Plea, is what # Rid in reſpect to the 
Tempers of the Diſſenters. In this Plea, 
ted as a factious and reſtleſs 
Generation of Men, who ever were, and al- 
ways will be, troubleſome co the Church. 
In anſwer to this, 'As I do not vindicate the 
Diſſenters, ſo neither can excuſe the Church- 
men. I think there are too many faftious and 
reſtleſs Men among all Parties; and this . 
the Reaſon why (to the great Advanta 
Popery and religion) — Breaches — 
been kept open ſo long, notwithſtanding the 
hearty Endeavours of ſome to unite and heal 
them. I am fatisfied that many Diſſenters 
have been very faulty, and have ſactiouſſy 
endeavoured to keep open our Breaches, ei- 
ther from Intereſt, or a Spirit of Oppoſuion; 
and this they have been too ſucceſsful in, by 
ſtill farting new Difficulties, and daily raiſing 
new Objections againſt che Terms of Com- 
2 propoſed by dhe Church of 3 

ut 
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Bur tho? there are ſome ſuch factious Perſons 
among them, het it doth not follow that th 
they are all ſuch. I know many of them, 
who are bleſſed not only with a Spirit of Pie- 
ty, but Moderation alſo; whoſe carneſt De- 
fire it is, that ſome Expedients might by the | 
Providence of God be found out to heal our th 
Breaches. But as I will not excuſe the Dif. ſe 
ſenters; ſo neither can I vindicate the Church- 
men : I cannot but think, that they have 
been highly to blame in this matter: many 
of theſe have contributed much to our Divi- 
fions, by a too ſtiff Adherency to the Cere- 
monial part of our Worſhip, if nor by an 
addition to it. A rigid Stiffneſs and Bigotry 
on either ſide is not coinmendable. If our 
reaches are ever healed, it muſt be by yield- 
ing ſomewhat on both ſides. That an Union 
ſhould be effected, it is neceſſary, that on the 
one hand the Church ſhould part with, or 
at leaſt leave them in their Uſe as they are in 
their Nature, thoſe things which are indif- 
ſerent to themſelves, and obnoxious to the 
Diſſenters. It is alſo neceſſary, on the other 
hand, that the Diſſenters ſhould not ſeek af- 
ter Objections againſt the Terms propoſed, 
but ſhould take things which are capable of a 
double Senſe or Deſign in the beſt of the Two, 
and-that they ſhould comply with what they 
look upon as indifferent, but the Church as 
neceſſary to preſerve her Order and Diſci- 
fre: I do indeed think, that the Diſſenters 
have, by their Jealouſies, and taking things 
in the worſt ſenſe, created to themſalves ma- 
ny — 1 ſhall only obſerve this, that 
as 
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ab two parallel Lines will never meet unleſs. 
they: incline. a little to each other; ſa two 
contrary Opinions, ſtiffly maintained, will 
never coaleſte; unless Saher Gs yield ſome: ) 
what. 

- 5. Another ching fi to be conſidered in 
this Objection, is the Numbers of thoſe who 
ſeparate themſelves from the Communion of 
the Church of England. I confeſs, that their 
Factions among themſelves, being divided in- 
to ſo many. Parties, without being united in- 

to one Body, doth render them the Con- 
8 and not the Fear, of the Church. 
But yet if e conſider the Numbers of thoſe, 
who do withdraw themſelves from the Com- 
munion of the Church of Exgland, we muſt. 
own that the Breach is very great: And tho? 
they are notable themſelves to endanger the 
preſent Eſtabliſhment, yet it muſt be confe(-, 
ſed; that ſo great a Separation doth not on - 
n ly fully and cloud her Glory very much, but 
f. weakens her Strength, whereby the is and 
0 will be, in a time of Danger, leſs able to 
* maintain her ſelſ againſt the common Enemies, 
. of our Religion, the Papiſis. Further, if we 
conſider the Growth and Increaie of thoſe. 
a wo dangerous Factions of the Anabaptiſts 
ö and Quakers; the one of which, by putting 
y every ordinary. Fellow in the Pulpir, is ſub- 
4 verting the very Order of the Miniſtry; and 
the other of which do, by their profeſt Do- 
ctrines, aim at the Deſtruction of all Magi- 
fracy, and are endeavouring to reduce all 
into a State of | Anarchy. and Coutuſion: 1 
lay; if we conſider the Numbers of either of 
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theſe two Parties, as alſo what Numbers of 
Deiſts and Atheiſts, who are Diſſenters from 
all Religion, are made by our Diviſions ; the 
Church will ſee abundant Reafon to part 
with a little ro thoſe who differ but a little 
from them, that ſo the whole may be pre- 


ſerved from the growing Power of theſe dan- 
gerous Enemies, who even upon the Account 


of their Numbers are not to be defpiſed. © 
6. The laſt thing worthy of Conſideration 

ia the Objettion 

The Plea, that it is beneath the Church to 


condeſcend fo far, as to court the Diſſenters 


to an Union wich her. This 'Plea indeed 
might become the Mouth of à Member of 
the Romiſh Church, whoſe intolerable Pride 
is notoriouſly known to the World; but cer- 
tainly it doth not become the Mouth of any 
of the Members of that Church, who owns 
her ſelf Proteſtant. And yet, if we may 
judge by the Actions of ſome Perſons, they 
have by thoſe declared, that it is their fixed 
Judgment, that it is beneath the Church to 
condeſcend fb far, as to invite thoſe who diſ- 
fent from her to an Union with her. Cer- 
tainly thoſe Perſons who can think thus, 


have forgot, or ar leaſt do not conſider, that 


Humility and Condeſcenſion is the greateſt 
Honour of that Church who proſeſſes her 


ſelf ro be the Spouſe of Him who himſelf-was | 


a Pattern of Humility and Condeſcenſſon. If 
it were not beneath the Primitive Church, 
for the healing of chat great Breach berween 
the Jewiſh and Gentile Chriſtians which did 
then divide the Church, to ſubmit to ſo gteat 


fore mentioned, is this; 
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ati Alteratiom iti her Government, aB to ad- 
mit of (far a time at leaſt) two Biſhops in 
the ſame City, which they did, if we may 
believe the Reveretnd Dr. Hammond, and 
other Great Men of the Engl Church: 
then it cannot be beneath the Honour of the 
Engliſh Church to invite the ſober Diſſenters, 
who do not require any ſubſtantial Alterati- 
ons in her Government or Diſcipline, but 
only the laying aſide ſome Declarations and 
Subſcriptions, which are as Clogs to theit 
Conſciences, and the aboliſhing a few indif- 
ferent Rites; to Communion with her. If ic 
were not beneath the Great Apoſtle St. Paul 
to part with ſeveral Privileges and Immuni- 
ties, which were perſonal, and to became all 
things to all Men, that he might by any 
means win ſome ;. then certainly it is not be · 
beath the Church of England to part witli 
ſome little things for the ſake of Union, that 
thereby thoſe Numbers of Diſſenters, whicti 
by her-Condeſcenſion.in all probability may 
be won over to the Church, might be gain- 
ed to her Communion, whereby her Borders 
would be greatly enlarged. Laſtly, If ic 
were not beneath aur Saviour, whoſe Spouſe 
the Church of England proſeſſes to be, and 
whom we are commanded to imitate and fol- 
low, tho? he were the Eternal Son of the 
Eternal Father, to condeſcend ſo fat, and to 
ſtoop fo low, as not only to court and invite 
the meaneſt Sinner to accept of that Salva- 
tion which is offered in the Goſpel, and this 
with the moſt eatneſt Entrearties,: but alſo to 
die for obſtinate aud 1 Sinners; then 
| 992 Ter- 
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certainly it cannot be beneath the Church, to 
condeſcend fo far as to invite the Diſſenters WW ſor 
to an Union with her, tho” it be at the Ex- as 
pence of ſome of her Rites and Ceremonies. ri 
: Theſe are Examples which ſhould incline Per- Pa 
ſons of every Party to Humility and Conde. mi 
ſcenſion, and to make as large Steps as poſli- WM ſia 
bly they can towards an Union amongſt us. on 
Thus have I impartially conſidered what is Fa 
worthy of Conſideration in this Objection. ſhe 
I ſhall therefore proceed unto the next. to 


Objecl. 2. It may perhaps be objected by Ci 
ſome againſt an Union, That if the Church ge! 
ſhould,” for the ſake of an Union with the WI D. 
Diſſenters, part with ſome of her Rites and no 
Ceremonies, which are indifferent to her; na 
That this would not heal the Breach, but on 
encourage fatious Perſons, by finding daily thi 
fault with her Diſcipline and Worſhip,” to Lo 
ſeek Pretences to withdraw themſelves from (b 
her Communion, unleſs the Church would ruc 
alſo come to their Terms, how unreaſonable or 
ſoever they were. That this Compliance of 
the Church may 'therefore;, when Factions 
are ſo very common among us, endanger the ful 
total Loſs of her Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline ;. in ſtr 
as much as from the Church's Compliance the 
with the modeſt Requeſt of ſame, others alſo pel 
would be emboldned to hope for her Com- _ 
pliance with their unreaſonable Demands, ſtif 
tho inconſiſtent with the Peace and Order of and 
ber Government and Worſhip. That there- . 
fore it is laſeſt for the Church, without aba- Fat 
ting any thing, to maintain her Ground againſt ſo 
- all her Rebellious Children. Res 
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Reply: There are alſo. in this Objection 
ſome Things worthy. of Conſideration, ſuch. 
as are theſe: That Faclions are now very 
rife; That any Compliance on the Church's 
Part would encourage them; and, That this 
might have an ill Influence upon the Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Government and Diſcipline. If any 
one of _ theſe Things, except the Rifeneſs of 
Factions, could be undeniably proved, I 
ſhould be very far from preſſing the Church 
to the leaſt Condeſcenſion to thoſe who dif- 
fer from her: I would neither encourage Fa- 
ion, nor yet by any means would I endan- 
ger the Church's Diſcipline and Order. The 
Deſign of preſſing this matter ſo carneſtly, 
not only upon the Church, but every reaſo- 
nable and pious Perſon, 1s to ſuppreſs Facti- 
ons, and prevent the Diviſions ariſing from 
them; as alſo to prevent the utter Ruine and 
Loſs of that Diſcipline and Order, which is, 
(by the Power of Factions, aud the Multi- 
tude of Diviſions in the Church) in danger 
of being totally aboliſhed and rooted out, 
1. 1 grant, that Factions are now very 
rife, and therefore we ſhould be very care- 
ful how we do any thing to. encourage or 
ſtrengthen them. One would think, that 
the Common Danger we are all in, ſrom Po- 
pery on the one Hand, and ſrom Atheiſm 
and Profanenefs on the other Hand, ſhould 
ſtifle and ſuppreſs all our factious Differences, 
and that the Danger we are in, ſhould induce 
us to unite for the Defence of our Common 
Faith. But notwithſtanding our Dangers be 
ſo great and eminent, that (however ſecure 
D 3 we 
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we may look upon our ſelves to be) I verily 
believe it never was greater, and tho? if we 
would but unite for the Common Defence 
of the Faith, perhaps we never had the like 
Opportutiry put into our Hands to fecure 
it againſt all Attempts for the future; yer 
neither conſidering our Danger on the one 
Hand, nor our Advantages on the other, in- 
ſtead of coming to any Union among our 
ſelves, we daily grow more ſactious than o- 
ther, and our Breaches are every day made 
wider by the craſty Induſtry of our Enemies, 
who know how to improve our turbulent 
Spirits to our own Diſadvantage. I cannot 

_ Excuſe many ot the Diſſenters; ſor I verily 
believe, Faction more than Conſcience has 
influenced many of chem, whoſe Deſign it 
Has always been to ruine and overthrow all 
Order and Difcipline in the Church, that fo 
they may introduce Anarchy and Confaſion, 
as moſt delightful and adyantageous to thoſe 
whoſe Delight it is to fiſh in troubled Waters, 
But yet the Faults of a few are not to be caft 
Open a whole Party, unleſs eſpecially the 
Church of England can altogether juſhific 
every Member of her Communion from all 
Suſpicion of Guile in this reſpect. I am ſatii- 
fied, if there had not been too much of Fa. 
_ Gon on both fides, our Breaches Had not 
bern fo wide; or if Faction did hut ceaſe in 
br both, our Diviſions would quickly be at an 
happy End. As it is fattious, to divide the 
Church for the fake of thoſe Things we'can, 
but will not do; fo it is no leſs faftious, to 
be flüff and unmoveable in the * 
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of thoſe things we can, but will not part 


with. This is the Temper of many on both 
fides. But there are many, yea very many 
on both Sides, who are of another, and more 


' heavenly Mind. There are many Diſſen- 


ters, who, to my. Knowledge, do ſeparate 
themſelves from the Communion of the 
Church of England, not from Faction, but 
Confſglence ; and who would do any thing, 
bur fin againſt God, for the ſake of an Union 
betwixt us. There are many Church-men 


who earneſtly deſire this Union; and if it 


. were in their Power, would freely part with 
- thoſe little Things which divide us. Bur it 


is our Miſery, that this is not the Temper 


of all on either Side. But that Faction is ſo 


ſtrong, this indeed ſhould make us very care- 
ful, that we do not encourage of ſtrength- 
en it. | Ar | 

2. It's urged in this Plea againſt an Union, 
That any Condeſcenſion on the Church's 
part, will but encourage ſaclious Perſons, 
and embolden them in their Attempts againſt 


the Church's Peace. I confeſs, there is a 


Generation of Men in the World, who are, 
by the Clemency and Condeſcenſion of their 
Superiors, rendered more bold in their Ot- 
fences againſt them: Theſe, as they are exor- 
bitantly wicked, ſo their Diſingenuity, which 


is equal to their Wickedneſs, renders tbem 


undeſerving of their Superior's Clemency, I 


will nat deny, but as there are ſuch diſinge- 
nuous Perſons in reſpect of the Civil Actions 


of Mankind; ſo it is poſſible that there may 


be Perſons as diſipgenuous and wicked as to 
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Spirituals, who it may be will be emboldened 
by her Clemency to deſpiſe and trample up- 
on the Church's Authority: Theſe, as they 
are the worſt of Men, ſo they do not deſerve 
any Intereſt or Share in the Church's Cle- 
mency ; neither can I think that they will 
have any Reaſon to expect it. It is not an 
Union with theſe unreaſonable Men that I 
am pleading for ; but with thoſe only, who 
plead for nothing but either an Abolition, 
or at leaſt an Indifferency, as to the Uſe of 
choſe Things which the Church looks upon 
as indifferent, and the Diſſenters as ſinful ; 
that ſo they may not be obliged to ach con- 
trary to the Dictates of their own Conſcien- 
ces, in complying with thoſe Things which 
they have ſo great an Averſion to, and for 
which the Church her ſelf has no greater a 
Veneration. Neither can I ever be induced 
to believe, that a complying: wich the eaſie 
and reaſonable Requeſt of theſe Men, can be 
- prejudicial in the leaſt to the Intereſt of the 
Church, or that it will encourage fattious 
Perſons in their Attempts againſt ker Peace, 
in hopes that becauſe ſhe anſwers the reaſo- 
nable Requeſt of theſe, that therefore they 
alſo may, by a ſaclious Separation from ber, 
make their own Terms Witt her. They may 
rather expect, That after the Church has 


7 + manifeſted ſo much Clemency and Conde- 
ſcen ſion, as to part with what is indifferent 


to her, for the ſake of an Union with her 
Diſſenting Brethren ; and after ſhe has open- 
ed her Arms ſo wide to receive her returning 
Sons, that ſhe will then make thoſe ie, 
fu 


- ii ae aa 6 ws 46 wi ha i. a A £A A aa. , A o Xx . ca. om ca. coco. tv 


» = 
* 
re au 


(41) 

ful'Perſons; who can thus offend, againſknor 
only her Diſcipline and Order, but her Cle. 

- mency and Condeſcenſion alſo, the Examples 
of her Indignation, by inflicting the ſharpe 
Cenſures upon them. N 

3. It is inſinuated in this Objection, as 
tho the leaſt Condeſcenſion on the Church's 
part, would have an ill Influence upon her 
Diſcipling. This can be by no other way, 
than by the encouragement of Factions, which 
may embroil and diſturb her Diſcipline, by 
diſputing her Authority. If therefore it be 
evident, that this Condeſcenſion and Cle- 
mency of the Church will not ſtrengthen or 
encourage Factions, but on the contrary will 

| - weaken and diſcourage them; then the force 

; and ſtrength of this Plea will quickly vaniſh 

| into Smoak. The Diſſenters wiſh, that in 

| ſome ſmall matters her Diſcipline might be 
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corrected; but no reaſonable or good Man 

can wiſh, or deſire, that the Order and Diſ- 
cipline of the Church ſhould be aboliſhed, 
; or that Anarchy ſhould take place therein. 
| Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline is as neceſſary to be 
ö preſerved and maintained in the Church, as 
the Civil Diſcipline in the State. It is not a 
| total Abolition, but a due Limitation of her 
Authority, according to the Canon of the 
| Scripture, to which they do not now look - 
upon it altogether conformable, which the 


_ and modeſt Diſſenters do earneſtly de- 
ire, | | £6 


| Object. 3. It may perhaps be pleaded by 
ſome againſt the Alteration of any * 
* * the - 
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the ſake of an Union, That it may be of ill 


conſequence to the Church, to alter any * 
thing in her Diſcipline and Worſhip. That t 
as Innovations in the Stare, fa alſo Innova- by 
tions in the Church, are very dangerous. 4 
That if once the Humour of Innovating in th 
Religion gets footing among us, we know not 
Where, nor when, it will end. That when ih 
the ancient Land- marks are removed, we 2 
know not where, nor when, they will be fix. T 
ed again for the future. It may perhaps be of 
- farther urged, That in the Memory of our X 
Fathers we have ſeen too diſmal Effects of 8 
the Innovations in Religion, ever to attempt * 


any thing of this nature far the future. That 
to this innovating Humour were all thoſe 
Confuſions and Diſtractions, both in Church 
and State, in the time of Olivers Uſurpati- 
on, owing. That therefore it is beſt to kcep 
things as they are. | | 


__ Reply. I confeſs, Innovations are dange- 
'rous, and have produced ſad Effetts in the 
Church; of which, the Inſtance ailedged is 
a deplorable Example. Tho' it muſt be ac- 

| knowledged, That ſome great things were 
done at that time; yet, as I cannot juſtifie 
the Right of that Government, ſo neither can 
I indicate all that was then done: great 
Enormities, both in Civil and Religious Af- 
- fairs, were then committed. I alſo acknow- 
ledge, that the removing old Land-marks 
before we are come to a full Reſolution 

* Where to fix them for the future, is very dan- 
gerous: and therefore to prevent any Ne 
fy | oy $ 
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felts which may attend the Alteration of any 
thing ih our Diſcipline or Worſhip, it is ne- 
ceſſary, that if ever any thing ſhould be 
done of this nature, chat in the doing there- 
of theſs following Rules and Limitations 
ſhould be obſerved. | 

1. It is neceſſary, that theſe Alterations 
ſhould be made by Authority, Innovations 
are dangerous where they are made in a 
Heat, and without the Guide and Direction 
of Publick Authority. Theſe indeed have 
produced fad” Effects in the Church. Men 


are naturally addicted to that which is new; 


and when once they are beginning to alter, 
unleſs the Prudence of thoſe in Authority 
doth | ſteadily guide and direct them, we 
know not where, nor when, they will end. 
We fee, that thoſe who have begun only 
with the Diſcipline of the Church, have not 
ended without an Apoſtacy and falling off 
from the Faith and Doctrines of the Church. 
The firſt Foundations and Grounds of thoſe 
damnable Opinions (which ſo many have 
imbibed, and in the Defence of which ſo ma- 
ny have incorporated themſelves into diſtinct 
Societies, thereby to carry on their Defigns 
the better againſt the Church) were at firſt 
laid in ſome particular Exceptions againſt the 


Diſcipline and Ceremonies of it. But tho? 


this has already been, and will again be, the 
Effects of Innovations in Religion made with- 
out Authority; tho* Popular Alterations in 
the Diſcipline and Government of the 
Church, made by the giddy Multitude, who 
have had no other Guide chan an — 
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Zeal to proceed by, have proved ſo; ſcanda- 
lous to Religion, and deſtructive to the Peace 
of the Church; yet, we have no reaſon to 
- fear ſome Alteration in the Ritual Parts of 
Religion, made by the lawful Authority of 
the Kingdom, no more than we have reaſon 
to be afraid of the Repeal of ſome Laws, and 
the eſtabliſhing of others in the Civil State, 
by the ſame Authority. Tho we have rea- 
ſon to fear che mad Folly of the giddy Multi- 
tude, yet we have no reaſon to be afraid of 
the prudent and wiſe Reſolves of our Rulers. 
As 1 am fully perſwaded, that it is altogether 
unlawful for any private Perſon, without the 
Concurrence of Authority, to innovate any 
thing in the State; ſo alſo I am ſatisſied, that 
It is unlawful for any. private Chriſtian to in- 
troduce any Novelties in the Church, or lay 
aſide any Rites and Ceremonies authorized 
by Law, without a due Warrant and Autho- 
rity for it. But yet a juſt and lawful Autho- 
rity may aboliſh thoſe things which have no 
other Foundation for their Inſtitution, but 
that which is Humane. And tho' Hiſtory 
gives ſome deplorable Inſtances of the ſad Ef- 
fefts of Popular Innovations, promoted by 
Factions, and carried on without any due 
Warrant and Authority for it; yet it alſo fur- 
niſhes us with ſome Inſtances of the happy 
and ſucceſsful Iſſue of a Reformation, carried 
on by the lawſul Authority of the Kingdom, 
It was by this that the Reformation among 
our ſelves was carried on ſo tar, and with 
ſuch Succeſs, in the days of Henry the Eighth, 
and of his Son K. Edward: It was by the Au- 
| thority 
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thority of the Kingdom, that it was in the 
Reign of Queen Elixabeth brought to the 
Perfection it is now arrived at. It is won- 
derful to conſider the wiſe and prudent Steps 
taken by thoſe excellent Perſons, who were 
ſo long engaged in that happy Work, to 
bring it to that Maturity it was brought to 
at the end of King Edu ard's Reign. And if 
either that King bad lived longer, or that 
pious Martyr Archbiſhop Cremer had ſur- 
vived the Fury of Queen Mary's Reign, to 
have had an influence upon the ſucceeeding 
Sovereign Queen Elivabeths Counſels, we 
have reaſon to | believe that it had been 
brought to ſuch a pitch, that thoſe little 
things which now divide us had not conti- 
nued the Bones of Contention among us. 

2. It is neceſſary, that the Alterations to 

be made ſhould only relate to the Ceremoni- 
al part of our Worſhip, without infringing 
the leaſt upon the Authority of our Faith. 
This is maintained in its Purity by the Church 
of England, and is ſet forth in that incompa- 
rable Body of Articles compiled and publiſh- 
ed by the Authority of that admirable Prin- 
ceſs Queen | Elizabeth. From this Faith I 
would earneſtly preſs and exhort all Men not 

to depart one hair's breadth. * 

3. To prevent all the Inconveniencies 
which may attend ſuch an Alteration, it is 
farther neceſſary, that it ſhou'd not only be 
done by Authority, but that the things to be 
altered ſhould be teſolved and agreed on, 
beſore that any Law be eſtabliſhed to autho- 
Tize the Alteration of any thing; leſt the 
ay | ' _ preſent 
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preſent Land- marks ſhould be removed, be- 
fore that we are agreed where to fix; them 
for the future. This would be of dangerous 
conſequence, in that it would unhinge the 
preſent” Settlement, without eſtabliſhing a 
new one: This indeed would leave the Di- 


* , cipline of the Church in a very great Uncer- 


talnty, and produce very great Diforders and 
Confuſions in her Adminiſtration. ; It was 
therefore the wiſe Contrivance of the firſt 
Reformets (that they might with Succels ac- 
complifh the glorious Work they were en- 
gaged in) firſt co agree upon an After: ſettle- 
ment, before they unhinged the preſent. 
They did not atrempr to alter the Faith or 
Practice of the Church, in thoſe things which 
were at preſent received and practiſed by it, 
by declaring any thing in the one or the o- 
ther unlawful, before they were agreed upon 
what was neceſſary to be believed or done 
for the future. It is certainly dangerous, to 
remove a Land-mark from the place it ſtands 
in at preſent, before we are agreed where it 
ſhould, and are reſolved where it ſhall, ſtand 
for the future. „ | 72 

4. To prevent perpetual Alterations, to 
which Men are very prone when once a 
fickle Temper and Diſpoſition ſeiſes on them, 
and which it is very neceſſary in time to 
check; it is neceſſary that the time wherein 
theſe Alterations ſhall be made, ſhould be li- 
mited by the Magiſtrate; for elſe the Church 
will always be in danger of new Mutations, 
by which her Diſcipline will labour under 
very great Diſorders. The Sum of this Re- 
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ply therefore is, That there can be no poſſi- 
ble Danger ariſing ſrom the Alteration of a 
few things, for the ſake of an Union among 
Proteſtants, if it be regularly done by Au- 
thority, and limited. to the Ritual part of ur 
Worſhip; if we de agreed upon what to al- 
ter, before we begin to alter, and the time 
of doing it be duely limited by Authority. 


Object. 4. It may perhaps be objected as 
gainſt this Union, That the leaving thoſe Ce- 
remonies indifferent as to their Uſe, which 
are excepted againſt, will deſtroy the Uni- 
ſot mity of our Worſhip; and that this will 
not therefore: produce the deſired Effects, 
but on the contrary will breed great Ani» 
moſities and Contentions among the Mem- 
bers of the Church. And it may be urged 
by ſome, that it is reaſonable to think, = 
every one will defend and maintain his own. - 
Practice, and on the contrary, be condemn- 
ing the Practice of thoſe who differ from him. 
That this will raiſe Diſputes, which will be 
attended with Heats and Paſſions, to the 
great prejudice and detriment of the Church's 
Peace, for the maintaining whereof, it is ne- 
ceſſary that we ſlould all comply with the 
Injunction of the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 10. 10. 
Speak the ſame things, FO n. 


Reply. There are three things laid down | 
in this Objection, which it is fit we ſhould 
cofifider. _ That ic is neceſſary, for the Peace 
of the Church, that there ſhould not only be 
an Uaity of Faich proſeſſed by her nn 
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büt that alſo there ſhould: be an Uniformity 
in her Worſhip practiſed by them That 
che laying aſide rhe neceſſity of uſing the par- 
ticular Ceremonies excepted againſt, will 
deſtroy this -Uniformity of Worſhip. And, 
That this will neceſſarily be attended with 
great Heats and Animoſities amongſt us. 

1. It is urged That an Uniformity of 
Worſhip i is neceſſary for the DEE the 
Church's Peace and Order. rant indeed, 
char an Uniformity in the Work of God is 
deſirable, if it might be to the general 
Content of reaſonable Men; and that in or- 
der thereunto it is neceſſary that there ſhould 
bea publick Form of Worſhip ; to which, if 
thete be in it nothing that is unlawful, we 
oughit to ſubmit: but yet I think the nature 
f duch a thing requires that it ſhould be 

drawn up in ſuch inoffenſive Terms, and with 
uch an entire Freedom from all manner of 
Ceremonies which are not abſolutely neceſ- 
fary for the Decency of che Worſhip, that 
no Perſon whatever ſhould have any juſt 
6ccaſion- to encept againſt it. I am ſatisfi- 
ed, that an Uniformity wherein nothing ſin- 

uti is enjoined, is not only deſirable, bur in 
dme ſort neceſſary for the Well-being of the 

Church: Let I chink it has been a very great 

Miſtake which fome high Ceremonialiſts 

have made, to ſtrain this matter of Uniformi- 

2 Worſhip ſo far; as to exclude every ons 8 
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their Communion who cannot comply le 
with every little Punctilio, or indifferent Ce- P 
remony. It would have conduced much 0 


Eu to the Peace and Tranquility of the p 
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Church, if all thoſe things which are nof ne- 
ceſſary for the Decency of the Worſhip, and 
are accounted by the Church to be in them- 
ſelves but indifferent, had either been whol- 
ly laid aſide, or left in their Uſe as they are 
pretended to be in their Nature: If this Me- 
thod had been taken, I doubt not but it 
would have turned much to the Church's 
Advantage. And I think no it would tend 
very much to Peace, if thoſe things which are 
indifferent in the eyes of one Party, and ſin- 
ſul in the eyes of the other, were left to eve - 
ty Man's Liberty to uſe or not to uſe; as al- 
ſo, that thoſe Things which are look d upon 
as neceſſary by the Church-men, and as in- 
different by the Diſſenters, ſhould be by theſe 
complied with. If Men would but once 
come to this Temper, the Deformity of Pra- 
Qice in the ſeveral Patiſhes' in thoſe little 
Matters, which are complained of by the 
Diſſenters, would be unperceptible. It is the 
ſtretching an Uniſormity too far, which has 
made ſuch a breach of Affection, and Defor- 
mity of Practice among us. But yer would 
not ſtretch this Forbearance in things indif- 
ferent ſo far. as to lay aſide any of thoſe Ce- 
remonies which are the neceſſary Ingredi- 
ents in the Decency of our Worſhip, or ex- 
preſlive of our Reverence of the Divine Ma- 
jeſty : for, as Decency and Reverence are ne- 
ceſſary in our Addreſſes to an earchly King, 
fo I think thoſe Civil Rites which in common 


Expreſs our Reverence and Reſpect to thoſe . 
ought ro be maintained and kept up, ank 


practiſed in our Addreſſes to the King of 
Heaven. E 2. Anv- 
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2. Another thing mentioned in this Obje- 
ction is, That the laying aſide the neceſſity of 
uſing theſe particular Ceremonies, which are 
excepted againſt, would deſtroy the Unifor- 
mity of our Worſhip. In Anſwer to this, I 
ſhall. only obſerve, That if thoſe Things 
which are excepted againſt by the Diſſenters 
were altogether aboliſhed, as they may law- 
fully | be, ſeeing they are owned by the 
Church-men themſelves to be; but indifferenc 
in their nature, and therefore not neceſla- 
Pi then there would be no fear that this 
ry 


berty, which is propoſed to be left to eve- 
Man to act in theſe leſſer Matters as he 
pleaſes, would hurt or deſtroy the Uniformi- 
ty of our Worſhip. But yet tho” they ſhould 
Not be aboliſhed, but that thoſe things ſhould 
be left indifferent to every Man, to uſe them 
or uſe them not, at his Pleaſure ; I cannot 
ſee how this can hurt the Uniformity of our 
Worſhip. Uniſormity doth not conſiſt in the 
entire Conformity of every individual Perſon 
or Parochial Church, to every little Rite and 
indifferent Ceremony uſed by ſome of the 
Members of the National Church in the Wor- 
ſhip of God: If this were Uniformity, then 
all che Rites and Ceremonies, with all the 
ſeveral Modes of Worſhip uſed and practiſed 
in Cathedrals, ought to be uſed in every 
Country Pariſh, Now I think no body did 
ever ſtretch the Neceſſity of an-Uniforwiry in 
Worſhip ſo, far. Every Man knows, that 
there is a great Difference between the Ca- 
thedral and Parochial Worſhip ; but yet 1 
think very few will cenſure this D 
as 
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as any Breach of the Uniformicy in-Worſhip 
required by the Law. Tho? every little Rite 
and Ceremony in our Worſhip ſhould not be 
practiſed by every. Perſon in the Church's 
Communion, yet there would be ſuch an 
Uniformity as might ſatisfie every reaſonable 
Man, if the fame Prayers, and the fame Of. 
fices, were ſubmitted: unto, and uſed by all 
in her Communion, or who do officiate as 
Miniſters in this Church. - 
3. It is farther urged in this Objection, a- 
gainſt an Union, That the leaving the Cere- 
monies in Diſpute as indifferent in their Uſe 
as they are in their Nature, will neceſſarily 
uce Heats and Animoſities among the 
embers of the Church, and therefore will 
not produce the deſired Effects. To this 1 
anſwer, I cannot ſee the Reaſon why the 
different Practices of ſome Churches in ſome 
leſſer Matters, ſhould be attended with Heats 
and Animoſities, more than the preſent Dif- 
formity' which there is between the Cathe- 
dral and Parochial Worſhip. Vet ſeeing ſome 


Men cannot carb their own Paſſions, it is ne- 


ceſlary that a way ſhould be thought on to 
prevent this Inconveniency, which it is poſ- 
ſible may be the Conſequent of leaving the 
Things in Diſpute indifferent in their Uſe. 
To prevent therefore all Heats and Animoſt- 
ties, which may proceed from the differing 
Practices of the Parochial Churches in theſe 
leſſer Matters, I think this a very proper Ex- 


pedient , viz. That all Perſons whatſoever 


thould be prohibited and forbid, under the 
ſevereſt Penalties, either by Word or Wris 
K E 2 tifig, 


. 
ting, directly or cords to juſtifie the Li 
or condemn the Diſuſe of any of thoſe Things 
which ſhall be left by Law indifferent in 
their Uſe. I think there can be nothing more 
reaſonable than an Injunction of this nature; 
for it is unreaſonable, that thoſe who are left 
to their own liberty ſhould be ſuffered to 
concern themſelves with what another doth, 


Object. 5. It may perhaps be urged againſt 
this Union, That the parting with the Cere- 
monies in Diſpute would endanger the Cor- 
ruption of che Faith, in that it will neceſſa- 
rily call-in queſtion an Article thereof, which 


doth aſſert the Church's Authority to ordain 


and decree Rites and Ceremonies: and that 
therefore it is neceſſary for the Church to 
maintain her Ceremonies, as a Barrier to, 
and Hedge about her Faith. | 


Reply. In this Objection there are two 
Fhings material, and fit to be conſidered : 
The Plea; that the parting with the Cere- 
monies in Diſpute will endanger the Corrup- 
tron of the Faith; as alſo, that it cannot be 
done without calling an Article thereof in 


queſtion. 


t. It is objected, That the parting with 
the Ceremonies in Diſpute will endanger the 
Corruption of the Faith. If I could be in- 
deed convinced of this, I ſhould not any 
more plead for an Indifferency as to the Ute 
of the Things in Diſpute: I would not by 
arty means endanger the Corruption of the 
Faith, the preſerving of which in its Purity 
5 Is 
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is indeed the Glory of the Erng/ih Church. 
But I can ſee no Reaſon why ſome Alterati- 
ons in the Ritual Part of our Worſhip ſhould 
endanger the Common Faith, There is a 
vaſt difference between an Alreration or an 
Abolition of a few Rites, which have no o- 


ther Foundation but an Humane Inſtitution, 


and the altering and corrupting that Faith in 
any one Article thereof which is eſtabliſhed 
by the Authority of the Scriptures. The 
Ritual Worſhip, as it is eſtabliſhed by Hu- 
mane Authority, may alſo be lawfully repeal- 
ed by the ſame Authority: But as the recei- 
ved Faith of the Church is eſtabliſned by a 
Divine Authority, ſo no Authority leſs than 
that can alter or repeal any one Article of it. 
I will only add this; That it doth not follow, 
that becauſe a lawful Authority may ſee 
Cauſe to alter or aboliſh ſome of thoſe Rites 
and Ceremonies which were at firſt inſtituted 
and appointed by no more than an Humane 
Authority, that therefore the Faith, which is 
eſtabliſhed by a Divine Authority, muſt ne- 
ceſſarily be in danger either of a total Sub- 
verſion, or at leaſt of a very great Corrup- 
tion. | | | 
2. It is urged in this Objection, That the 
Church cannot part with the Ceremonies in 
queſtion, without calling in queſtion an Ar- 
ticle of her Faith, which aſſerts her Authori- 
ty to decree Rites and Ceremonies. Some 
Anſwer to this was made in my Reply to the 
firſt Objection: Thete cho? the Church's Au- 
thority to ordain mixt Rites, which were ne» 
ceſſarily conjoined with the matter of Wor- 
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| ſhip, was denied; yet het Authority to or- 
dain naked and ſimple Rites, was owned 
and acknowledged. This Power, I think, 
no reaſonable Man will deny to the Church: 
For if this Power be not granted to her, ſhe 
| hath no Power dr Authority at all. I cannot 
therefore believe, that in'the general and in- 
determinate Senſe of the Words of that Arti- 
cle, any would refuſe to ſubſcribe the firſt 
Clauſe of the twentieth Article of the Church 
of England: And therefore I have ſometimes 
 wonter'd, whit was the Reaſon, why in the 
Act of Toleration the Diſſenters are excuſed 
from Subſcribing. I verily believe, chat all 
ſober and moderate Diſſenters would gene- 
rally Subſcribe it; and that the true Reaſon 
why they do except againſt ſome Ceremonies 
ned in the Worſhip of our Church, is not 
becauſe they queſtion the Church's Power i in 
general to ordain Rites and Ceremonies, but 
becauſe they are perſwaded in their own 
Conſciences that the Ceremonies in Diſpute 
are not ſuch as the Church has Authority to 
ordain, If the Diſſenters therefore were ob- 
hgcd'ro Subſcribe thoſe Articles, and among 
the reſt that in particular; I cannot ſee, tho 
(to ſatisſie their Conſciences in this matter) 
the Church ſhould part wich theſe Rites ex- 
cepted againſt by theft Brethren, bow this 
can endanger either __ or any other, Ar- 
ricle of Faith, 


. Object. 6. It may pertmps bs nd againſt 
this Union, That the parting with the Things 
in [ann would de an 3 to 
| Super: 
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Superſtition. That to aſſert Things to be 
unlawful, which are indifferent, becauſe en- 
joined by our Superiors, is as groſs Superſti- 
tion, as it is to make ſuch, indifferent Things 
neceſſary Parts of Religion and Worſhip. 
That therefore tho? parting with a few indif- 
ferent Ceremonies is of no great N 
yet to part with the Doctrine of the Lawfyl- 
neſs of indifferent Things is of very great 
weight and moment. 


Reply. The parting with the Things in 


Diſpute would not be any Encouragement 


to Superſtition, neither would this be to part 
wich the Doctrine of indifferent Things be- 
ing lawful when enjoined ; this Doctrine 
might be retained notwithſtanding this. 
What Encouragement can this be to Super- 
ſtition, unleſs they were parted with upon 
the account of their being judged by the Diſ- 
ſenrers unlawful in their Ute, becauſe of their 
Injunction? If this indeed were the Ground 
of the Diſſenters Reſuſal to ſubmit to the 
Things in Diſpute, and upon this account 
they deſired their Abolition, there might be 
ſome Reaſon both for the Objection, and al- 
ſo for a Refuſal to parc with them. What- 
ever particular Conceits ſome Men may have 
who may be averſe to the Uſe of any thing, 
tho lawful in it ſelf, only becauſe it is enjoin- 
ed, which indeed is in effect to be diſobedi- 
ent to Authority only becauſe our Rulers 
command our Obedience; yet this is not the 
Caſe. of all the Diſſenters, they are not all, 
nor yet I hope the greateſt. part, of this 
ke E 4 Mind: 
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Mind: They do not ſeruple Conformity te 


the Ceremonies in Diſpute, becauſe they 
eſteem them unlawful only becauſe of their 
Injunction, tho otherwiſe very lawful to be 
ved; but becauſe they cannot think them 
altogether in their natute ſo agreeable to the 
Divine Command. And tho all thoſe Things 
which are deſired to be left indifferent in 
their Uſe, according to the Convittion of eve- 
ry Man's own Conſcience, were ſo; yet it 
would not be any Encouragement to the ſu- 
perſtitious Conceits of thoſe who place their 
Religion in refuſing to comply with indiffe- 
rent Things, only becauſe they are enjoined: 
for the Reaſon of the Church's parting with 


them, is not becauſe they are indifferent, but 


becauſe they are adjudged by the Diſſenters 
to be ſinful, tho upon what Grounds they 
adjudge them ſo, is beſt known to themſelves. 
I ſhall only add, Thar cho? the Church, to 


ſat isſie the tender Conſciences of their Bre- 


thren, ſhould part with the controverted Ce- 
remonies ; that yet the Doctrine of the Law- 
fulneſs of the Uſe of indifferent Things when 
enjoined, would not be parted with: for ſtill 
there would' be many Things in her Worſhip 
and Diſcipline enjoined her Members, indif- 
ſerent in their own nature, which would re- 
maiti as Inſtances of the Church's Power in 
that reſpect. And'tho' all that can by mo- 
deft and reaſonable Men be demanded,ſhould 


be granted; yet not one, whoſe Mind is in- 


toxicated with that wid Conceit, could con- 
form themſelves to the Church's Govern- 
ment: ſo that no Danger can ariſe from this 
Union on this account. Ohjed. 
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Obje#. 7. Some perhaps may object againſt 
this Union, That it will be in vain to attempt 
an Union, unleſs the Ghurch of England will 
be perſwaded to lay aſide her Epiſcopal Go- 
vernment, which has (as theſe ſuppoſe) no 
Foundation or Warrant in Scripture, bur is 
enly a Remain of the Popiſh Hierarchy, 
which ought to be aboliſhed in all Churches 
which pretend to be Reformed ; and that 
until this be don-, they cannot think of an 
Union with the Church of England. 


Reply. I doubt not, but that there are 
fome ſuch Zealots among the Diſſenters, who 
are ſo prejudiced againſt a Dioceſan Epiſco- 
pacy, and ſo fond of their own Opinions as 
to Church Government, that they cannot 
believe any thing to have any Warrant from 
Scripture, which they have not a Fancy for. 


As an Union with theſe Bigots is not to be ex- 


pected, ſo neither is ir deſirable: for tho” I 
could wiſh that the Church of Exgland would 
part with what is indifferent, to ſatisſie ten- 
der Confciences; yet I can never deſire that 
ſhe ſhould ſacrifice her Government to the 
Demands of unreaſonable Men. For every 
unprejudiced Perſon will be ſatisfied, that 
what is offered againſt an Union in this Ob- 
jection is very unteaſonable, if the Truth of 
theſe two things are made appear, wiz. 
1. That tho' it is in che Word of God requi- 
red that thei e ſhou'd; be Order and Govern- 
ment in the Church, yet that God has no 
where injoin'd any particular Form of Go- 
vernment, to be practized and ſubmitted un- 
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to by every Church: As alſo that the preſent 
Government of the Church of England, as to 
the Eſſentials of her Hierarchy, doth agree 
with the Government of the Primitive 
Church. 3 . 

1. Tho! it is required in the Word of God, 
Thar there ſhould 'be Order and Govern- 
ment in his Church; yet He has no where 
therein io joĩnꝰd his Church to ſubmit univer- 
fally to any one ſpecial Form of Government, 
excluſive of all others. It is abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary to prevent Confuſions and Diſorders in 
the Church, that there ſhould be ſome Order 
and Government maintained and practiced in 
his Church, who is the God of Order, and 
not of Confuſion; and therefore He has com - 
manded , that all things therein ſhould be 
done decently and in order: For the better 
fulfilling of which Apoſtolical Canon, He has 
laid down General Directions, how both the 
Officers and Members of the Church are to 
be qualified, as alſo how they ought to be- 
have themſelves. | But as to the particular 
kind of Government to be exerciſed in the 
Church, he ſeems to be in his Word alto- 
gether filent, leaving it to the ſeveral 
Churches, to practice that particular kind 
of Government, which may be found to 
be moſt agreeable ro the particular and 
ſpecial Circumſtances of the ſeveral Church- 

Therefore ſeeing that this is one of 
choſe things, which , tho it is in general 
commanded that it ſhould be, is yet, as 10 
the ſpecial kind thereof, left.co the particular 
Determination and Choice of every Church; 
+ pe | as 
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as alſo that a Dioceſan Epiſcopacy has not 
only been of a long ſtanding among us, bur 
even from the firſt Plantation of Chriſtianity 
in England: As alſo, that it has, and is ftill 
found to be the moſt agreeable and convenient 
Government for the Englih Church; it is 
unreaſonable to require, or expect, that ſhe 
ſhould change or alter it. | 
2. The preſent Government of the Engliſh 
Church doth, as to the Eſſentials of her Hie- 
rarchy, agree with the Practice of the Primi- 
tive Church. Tho? there are ſome things in 
the Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline and Government, 
which many of her Members would rejoyce 
to ſee a Regulation of; yet as to the Eſſenti- 
als of t hat Hierarchy, it muſt be acknow- 
ledged, by any that is at all acquainted with 
Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, that there is a very 
great Agreement between the Ancient Diſci- 
pline in the Apoſtolick Ages of the Church, 
and the Modern Government of the Church 
of England. To manifeſt this Conformity 
berween the Government of the Catholick 
Church in the Apoſtolick Ages of the World, 
and the Modern Government of the Church 
of England, more convincingly, I ſhall look 
into the Government then exerciſed in the 
Church, and compare the preſent Govern- 
ment of the Engliſh Church therewith. Be- 
ſides the many ſubaltern Offices in the Pri- 
mitive Church, which (the uſe of them be- 
ing 8 by the Romiſh Church from 
the firſt Deſign of their Inſtitution) are now 
aboliſhed by the Reformed, there were three 
Principal Offices in the Church at that time, 


(6). 

Biſhops » Prieſts, and Deacons. To theſe, 
Men qualified for them, were, by Faſting, 
and Prayer, and'Impoſirion of Hands, in a 
very ſolemn manner ordained. The Dea- 
cons (to mention the Duties of their Functi- 
—on in the firſt place) were an inferiour Or- 
der of Miniſters in the Primitive Church, 
who were ordained to Preaching the Goſpel, 
and had a Power alſo to Baptize, beyond 
which their Authority did not excend in Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Matters: for as to the Sacrament 
of the Supper, they were allowed to do no 
more than aſſiſt the Biſhop or Presbyter in 
the Celebration thereof, by delivering the E- 
lements to the People. The next Order to 
theſe, were the Presbyters; Theſe were or- 
dained to the Celebration of all the ſeveral 
Services of the Miniſtry, and who therefore 
had a Right, not only with the Deacons to 
Preach and Baptize, but alſo to Adminiſter 
the Sacrament of the Supper in the Biſhop's 
abſence: There were ſeveral of eicher of 
theſe Orders in moſt Churches. The higheſt 
Office in the Church was the Biſhop, who 
refided over all the reſt. Whether this Of- 
ce in the Church was of a Divine Inſtituti- 
on, or whether he were no more than a 
Presbyter, choſen to that Precedency over his 
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Fellow-Presbyrers by the conſent and Suf- ; 
frage of the Presbyters of that Church, over 5 
which he preſided, as it is a Doubt which can: 01 


not be eaſiy reſolv d; ſo this is certain, that 
he had the Precedency and chief Rule in that 
Chorch where he was Biſhop. Now if we 3 
Church of x 

England * 


compare the Government of the 
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England at preſent, with the Ancient Go- 


vernment of the Catholick Church in che 
firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, we ſhall ſee a very 
great Agreement berween them. In che 
Church of England there are Deacons ap- 
inted to the very fame Work, which the 
cons of Old were imployed in; our Dea- 
cons are allowed to' perform no other Mini- 
ſterial Function, but Preaching and Baptizing, 
and delivering the Elements at the Lord's 
Supper. In the Church of England there are 
alſo Presbyrers, authorized to diſcharge all 
the Duties of the Paſtoral Office, as thoſe of 
the Ancient Church were. And over both 
theſe Biſhops preſides, as the chief Rulers in 
their reſpective Sees. There is alſo this A- 
greement between the Primitive Church for- 
merly, and the Church of Exgland now, 
That as all thoſe ſeveral Offices were then ex- 
ecuted, not by Lay men, but by certain Per- 
ſons ſolemnly ordained thereunto ; fo in the 
Engliſh Church now, all thoſe who execute 
the Office of a Biſhop, Prieſt, or Deacon, 
muſt be in Orders. This is ſuch an Agree- 
ment in Government with the Primitive 
Church, as is not to be found in-any other 
Form of Church-Government whatſoever. 
In the Presbyrerian Model of Goveramenr, 
there is but one of cheſe three Offies, viz. 
Biſhops or Presbyters, which you will call 
them. And cho? in che Independent Model 
there are three diſtin Ecctcfiaſtical Offices; 
yer two of them, contrary to the Practice of 
all Anciquity, are born and executed by Lay- 
men. 1 ſhall only add one thing more, That 
as 


(62) 
as then all the Power of Legiſlature to 
which the Church pretends, was lodged in 
their Synods, who had the Authority of ma- 
king Canons and Conſtitutions, for the ber- 
ter management of the ſeveral Churches, as 
alſo of determining all Doubts and Cantro- 
veſſies in Matters of Faith; ſo now all the 
Power, to which the Church pretends of 
that nature, is lodged iu this Church in 
her National and Provincial Convocations. 
The great Difference therefore between the 
Diſcipline of the Ancient Church, and the 
Modern Government of the Engliſh Church, 
ſeems! to lie here: In the Primitive Church 
the Presbyters had no ſettled Cure, but were 
ſent by the Biſhop to. preach and exerciſe 
their Miniſtry, where there was the greateſt 
hopes of propagating the Goſpel; Whereas 
now, ſince the general Converſion of the 
Nation, and the Endowment of Parochial 
Churches by the pious Munificence of Lay- 
Patrons, the Presbyters in the Church have 
fix d and certain Cures. This is ſo far from 
being any Corruption, that it is a very great 
Advantage, both to the Church, and her Offi- 
cers, to have them fo very well provided for 
in their reſpective Cures; and that their Con- 
dition of Life is now abundantly more fixed, 
than when obliged to go from place to place, 
as the Biſhop ſaw occaſion. In the Ancient 
Church alſo, the Right of Electing to any 
Eccleſiaſtical Office, ſeems to have been velt- 
ed in the People, by whoſe Suffrage thoſe 
who were advanced in the Church were 
choſen; whereas now the right of preſenting 
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to Eccleſiaſtical Cures is lodg'd in the Hands of 
the Lay · patrons. It is difficult indeed to give 
any certain Account how this Right came to 
be transſerred from the People to the Patron, 
tho I look upon this as a probable Account 
thereof. When the Churches were, upon 
the general Converſion of the Kingdom, 
founded and endowed by the pious Munift- 
cence of the ſeveral Lords of Mannors, who 
erected and endowed Parochial Churches for 
the uſe of themſelves and Tenants in their 
reſpetive Royalties, they did (as eſteeming 
it equal that.thoſe, at whoſe charge the Mi- 
niſter was maintained, ſhould chuſe him) 
reſerve the Right of Electing and Preſenting 
a Miniſter, to ſerve in their own Church, to 
themſelves and their Heirs. As this ſeems to 
have been the Original of the Patron s tight of 
Preſentation, ſo that it is thus, is many times 
of advantage to the Church: For if the Vul 
gar were now to elect their own Miniſters, 
ſuch is the Corruption of Mens Minds and 
Manners, that we have juſt ground to fear 
they would: not, always make the beſt choice 
for themſelves. Bur yet I could heartily wiſh 
that there were a Mean found out to pre- 
ſerve the Patron's Right, and ſo far to reſtore 
the Primitive Practice, that Miniſters might 
not be thruſt upon Pariſhes againſt cheirown 
Conſent. There ſeems alſo to ſome to be a- 
nother difference between the Ancient and 
Modern Diſcipline of the Church, which is 
this; The Extent of the Biſhop's Juriſdiction 
ſeems then not to have been near ſo large as 
now. About this there have been various 
Opinions; 


— 


1 =o 
Opinions; and aſter all that has been ſaid by 
the one ſide, or the other, it remains doubt- 
ſul, whether at firſt the Limits of their Juriſ. 
diction were confined within the compaſs of 
one ſingle Congregation, or no. There are 
many Expreſſions in Antiquity, that would 
induce us to believe that it was; tho the 
Numbers of Subaltern Officers, in ſome 
Churches eſpecially, do render it very pro- 
bable, that their Juriſdiction did — 41 to 
more Societies of Chriſtians, than one. In 
this uncertainty, it is poſſible that the Bi- 
Thop's Juriſdiction anciently was not, on the 
one hand, ſo narrow as ſome would make 
iti; nor yet, on the other hand, fo wide as 
others. And ic ſeems now to be ſome difad- 
vantage to the Engliſh Church, that ſome of 
the Sees are fo very large, that it is very dif- 
*ficulc for any one Man to diſcharge his Epil- 
copal Charge as he ought to do. It were 
«therefore to be wiſh'd, That che Extent of e- 
'very Dioceſs were reduced to ſuch a Propor- 
tion, that at leaſt every County in England 
might have its own Biſhop. But yer, tho 
'this is a very great diſadvantage to the 
Church, and renders the Epiſcopal Office too 
great a Burden for one Man's Shoulders; it 
is but an accidental Ditformicy ar moſt, which 
there is in this reſpect between the Ancient 
and Modern Government of the Church. 
And this Difformity will appear yer leſs, if 
we conſider, that the Extent of the Epiſco- 
pal Juriſdiction as to place, is no where limi- 
ted in Scripture; as alſo how uncertain we 


are, what was the Extent of the Ancient 
Is Dioceſes. 
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Dioceſes. There are indeed ſome other Cor - 
ruptions crept into the Government of the 
Engliſh Church, which are neceſſary to be 
amended ; bur yet there is nothing in that 
Hierarchy, which can cauſe any Man, that 
conſiders the Government of the Primitive 
Church, and how near ours doth agree there- 
unto, to wiſh for, or deſirt its Aboliſſiment 
and Extirpation, For that it is the Govern- 
ment of the Church of Rome, is no Argument 
at all for its being laid aſide by us; for tho 
we ought to reject all the Corruptions of that 
Church, yet for the ſake of Theſe we ought 
not to reject thoſe things which are agreeable 
to Seripture and Antiquity, tho” they are 
practiſed by thoſe of that Communion. To 
conclude therefore, as I can ſee no Reaſon 
why any ſhould defire the Extirpation of 
Dioceſan Epiſcopacy in England; fo I think 
it unreaſonable to demand the Alteration of 
that Government, which has been ſo long 
practiſed in the Engliſh Church. J 


Object. 8 It may perhaps be objected by 
ſome againſt an Union, That it will be in vain 


to make any Propoſals for an Union, unless, 


as a Preliminacy thereunto, the Church of 
England will promiſe not to require the uſe of 
her Liturgy; for as much as they look upon 
it unlawful to impoſe any Form of Prayer to 
be uſed univerſally, by thoſe who do offici- 
ate as Miniſtersin the Church; That they be- 
heve that the Impoſition of theſe, and the ty- 
ing up every Miniſter to a preſcrib'd Form of 
Words, from which they muſt not vary, is 1 
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lation of Chriftian Liberty, and a Hindrance 
to the Uſe and Improvement of thoſe Gifts 
and Talents, which God has given Miniſters 
for the Edification of the Church. | 


© Reply. The Subſtance of what is alledg'd 
againſt an Union in this Objection, is this; 
That tho? it be lawful to uſe a preſcrib'd 
Form of Prayer, yet it is unlawful ro impoſe 
one, for that ſuch an Impoſition is a Violati- 
on of our Chriftian Liberty and a hindrance of 
the Improvement of our Miniſterial Talents. 
The manifeſting Two things, will anſwer the 
Objection fully, viz. That the requiring the 
Uſe of a Publick Form of Worſhip, is no Vi- 
olation at all of Chriſtian Liberty, or Hin- 
drance of the Improvement of our Miniſterial 
Talents. As alfo, That tho there are ſome 
things in the Publick Prayers of the Church, 
the Amendment whereof many ſober and 
pious Men wiſh for; yet as to the Subſtance 
thereof it is excellently fitted and adapted 
for publick Uſe. 3 
1. The requiring the Uſe of a Publick Form 
of Worſhip is no Violation of Chriſtian Liber- 
ty, or Hindrance to the Improvement of our 
Miniſterial Talents. That the Uſe of Ser 
Forms is lawful, is acknowledged by moſt ; 
tho" if it were denyed, the Publick Liturgies 
of ſeveral of the Ancient Churches, which ho 
doubt were deſigned for the Uſe of them, do 
evidence that they were uſed very early in 
ſeveral of the Eaſtern Churches. We have 
the Remains of ſeveral of them, tho' much 
cott upted by the Church of Rome, to this 
1 g | Day. 
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Day, Neither is it any Argument againſt 
the Antiquity of thoſe Liturgies, or their be- 
ing uſed by the Churches whoſe Name they 
bear, that they are ſo groſly inter polated by 
the Church of Rome: This is indeed an Ar- 
gument of their being corrupted. but not 
that they are whally: ſpurious: © The great 
thing therefore objected as to theſe publick 
Forms, is not againſt the lawfulneſs of their 
Uſe, but of their Impoſition; for it is urged 
by theſe Men, that the Church has no Au- 
thority to impoſe any Set Forms, to be uni- 
verſally uſed by her Miniſters; That this is a 
Violation of Chriſtian Liberty, and a Hin- 
drance to the Improvement of our Miniſte- 
rial Talents. I confeſs, if the Liturgy were 
ſo ſar impoſed, as that we were forbid to 
pray at all in any other Words, we might 
them indeed object againſt the Impoſition 
thereof as a Violation of Chriſtian Liberty, 
and a Hindrance tothe Improvement of our 
Miniſterial Tale qt! Bur ſeeing we are not 


for bid to pray ſor the Supply of che Wants 


eicher of our ſelves; br of that particular 
place where we are called to Miniſter in Ho- 


ly things, in Words and Ex preſſions adapted 


and ſuited to our, or cheir; pteſent Circum- 
{tances; 1 cannot ſee here the: Sttength and 
Conſequence of the Objection ſies: Tho we 
are enjoined to offer up the Publick Requeſts 
of the Church in Words in joined and requi- 
red by her Governors; if chere be nothing 
ſinful in the Forms preſcribed, Fknow nat 
where the unlawtatneſs of their Preſcription 
lies; nethgr can I ſee how it can be any Barr 
75 
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a 
ro Chriſtian Liberty, tho? they are impoſed 
by the Church. I ſhall only add one thing 
more, That as Prayer is an asking of God 
the Mercies we ſtand in need of; ſo it is but 
reaſonable, that thoſe' publick Mercies which 
we all ſtand in need of, every where and at all 
times, ſhould be petitioned for by all in the 
ſame Words. 

2. Tho there are ſome things in the Li- 
turgy, for the Amendment of which many 
pious and ſober Men wiſh; yet as to the Sub- 
ſtance thereof it is excellently fitted for the 
publick Uſe of the Church. And tho ſome 
things therein may be liable to Exception, 
— it muſt be acknowledged by unprejudic d 
Perſons, that it equals, if not excells, every 
thing of this nature in the World; neither 
do I think, whatever particular Deſects it 
may have, that any Publick Form of Prayer 
in any Church whatever, excells the Publick 
Prayers of che Church of England, for its Pi- 
thineſs, Comprehenſiveneſs, and Copiouſneſs 
of Expreſſion. How full and and affectio- 
nate are its Petitions! How comprehenfive, 
but copious is the Senſe, and how naturel 
and ſmooth. are the Expreſſions thereof! In 
this excellent Liturgy, the Supply of all the 
Publick Neceſſities of the Church in general, 
and of her Members in particular, are-in ve- 
ry copious, but comprehenſive Terms pray'd 
for. And [that which adds a yet greater va- 
lue unto it, j theſe things are asked in Words, 
not only expreſlize of the Things prayed for, 
but adapted alſo to excite, raiſe, and engage 
the Affections of the humble Suppliaat. In 
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a word, there is one continued Vein of hum- 
ble Devotions, and pious Affections, that runs 
thro? the whole thereof. Thus much I have 
preſumed to afficm concerning its Excellency 
and Uſefulneſs, tho to give a juſt and true ac- 
count thereof, - muſt be the Work of an abler 
Pen than mine. 


Object. 9. It may perhaps be objected by 
ſomeagainſtchis Union, That tho* the Church 
ſhould: grant all that ſome very Moderate 
Diſſenters may require, that then the Con- 
ſtitution of the Church will not pleaſe every 
Body, but will be ſtill liable to Exceptions; 
and that therefore it is better that things 
ſhould continue as they are, ſeeing that this 
Complyance of the Church will not heal the 
Breach, but only divide the Diſſenters, and 
weaken their Intereſt by drawing over ſome 
of their Members to the Communion of the 
2 


y. There are three things in this Ob- 
ed? which 1 ſnall conſider, namely. That 
if thoſe things which are excepted againſt, 
ſhould be aboliſh'd, or left indifferent, that 
yet the Churches Conſtitution would not 
pleaſe every body, but would till be liable 
to Exceptions ; 4, alſo, that this Comply- 
ance of the Church would not heal the 
Breach, but only weaken the Intereſt of the 


Diſſenters, by drawing ſome of their Mem- 


bers over to the Communion of the Church 
of * land. 

t is ** as à Plea agaiaſt this Union, 

I 3 That 


(70 
That if the Church were brought to ſuch a 
Temper, as to aboliſh, or at leaſt to leave 
the Rites excepted againſt as indifferent in 


their Uſe, as they are in their Nature, that 


yet this would not pleaſe and ſatisfie every 
Man, but ſome would ſtill be diſcontented. 
In anſwer to this, I grant, That it is impoſ- 
ſible, by the utmoſt Endeavours of pious and 
peaceable Men, to pleaſe all Men. The 
Deſign therefore of preſſing this Matter upon 
the Church, is not with any hopes of plea- 
ſing all Men: For I am ſatisfied, that chere 
are many Men, who are reſolved not to be 
ſatisfied; whoſe Separation from the Church, 
as it is not grounded upon any Pretence of 
Reaſon, ſo they will never be ſatisſied, or 
by any Reaſons prevailed with to return to 
an Union and Communion with her. Some 
of the Diſlenters are poſſeſſed with ſuch a 
Spirit of Contradiction, that it is impollible 
to ſatisſie them by the utmoſt Endeavours of 
reaſonable Men. It is not the Satisfaction 
of theſe Men, who are reſolved to be 
troubleſome, that I am labouring to procure, 
neither do Fendeavour'after an Union with 
theſe, for this were to ſtrive at Impoſſibili- 
ties. My great Deſign therefore in thus ear- 
neſtly perſwading the Church to ſeek an U- 
nion with her Diſſenting Brethren, at the 
Expence of indifferent Rites, which are not 
abſolutely neceſſary for the Decency of the 
Wor ſhip, is (if poſſible) to bring things to 
ſuch a temper, that the reaſonable and modeſt 
Diſſenters may have Satisfaction, and that the 
reſt may be left inexcuſable: For this muſt 
| and 
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and will be the Conſequence of the Chureh's 
Clemency. The Reaſonable Men among 
the Diſſenters will return to the Communion 
of the Church, and the Separation of the reſt 
will then appear, when that their Pretences 
of ſeparating are taken away, more evident- 
ly to be the Effect, not of a tender Conſci- 
ence, but perverſe Obſtinacy. By this In- 
ſtance of Clemency and Condeſcenſion to her 
weak Brethren, the Reputation of the Church 
will be advanced, and the Credit of her ob- 
mou and rebellious Sons will be greatly leſ- 
. It is farther objected, That tho thoſe 
Things which are excepted againſt were leſt 
indifferent, the Church would ſtill be liable 
to Exceptions. I grant it; for it is impoſlible 
that in this imperſect State the Conſtitution 
of the Church ſhould ever be reduced to ſuch 
à State of ſinleſs Perfection, as to be wholly 
without ſpot or blemiſn. Tho' if this were 
not only poſſible, but actually ſo, yet then 
the Church would not be ſafe ſrom the Ca- 
vils and Exceptions of unreaſonable Men: 
For, if the innocent Liſe of our dear Re- 


deemer” was not free from the Reproaches of 


his Enemies, tho? his Life were a Pattern of 
Perſect and Celeſtial Holineſs; much leſs can 
we think or expect, that the Church, tho 
her Conſtitution were never ſo pure, and free 
from Sin, ſhould be exempted ſrom being li- 


able to the Exceptions of ſuch as theſe. It is 
the peculiar Immunity and Happineſs of the 


Church triumphant in Heaven, to be both 
ſinleſs 2 her lf. 
+ 


and 


1 0 
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and alſo to be ſafe from all the Exceptions 
here made againſt her. Unleſs; therefore, we 
could — hope thar it were poſlible for the 
Church Militant here on Earth to be capable 
of a Community of Privileges with the 
Church triumphant in Heaven, by being, as 
Thar is, exempted and freed from all manner 
of Sin, and every Blemiſh; or that the ſame 
Spirit of Love and Charity which poſſeſſes 
and reigns in the Breaſt of every glorious An- 
gel and holy Soul in Heaven, would ſubdue 
and captivate the Spirit of every turbulent 
and unquiet Perſon on Earth; it is not to be 
hoped that the Church will be ſecure from 
the Slanders and Exceptions of thoſe whoſe 


Delight it is to find fault with, and ſpeak evil 


of things they know not. That a Church is 
liable to Exceptions, is not a juſtifiable Cauſe 
of Separation from her, unleſs that we our 
ſelves have any juſt matter of Exception a- 
gainſt her. Farther, No Exceptions againſt 
a Church are juſtifiable, unleſs the Things ex- 
cepted againſt can be proved by us to be, 
from the expreſs Warrant of the Scriptures, 
unlawful : This nothing can ever be proved 
to be, if it be not againft that Word of 
Truth which is the compleat Rule of Faith 
and Obedience. For if a Church's being li- 
able to Exception be any juſtifiable Warrant 
to withdraw our ſelves from her Communion, 
then we muſt have Communion with no 
Church on Earth : For, What Church is 
there which is not liable to Exceptions? This 
ſhould fatisfie every reaſonable Man, that if 
ke is convinced in his own Mind that there 
18 
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is nothing ſinſul, which he is 'obliged to do 
as a Member of that Church, with whom he 
is in Communion; no pretence of ſome things 
being inexpedient or unneceſſary therein, can 
juſtifie his Separation from it. For, as an 
Excellent Divine well obſerves, Not Things 
Expedient or Inexpedient, but Lawful or Un- 
lawful; ought to be the Meaſure of our Obe- 
3. It is urged, That this Condeſcenſion of 
the Church, in leaving the Things which are 
excepred againſt indifferent, will not heal the 
Breach, but only leflen it, by drawing -off 
many of the Diſſenters from that Intereſt, I 
confeſs, that I do not believe or expect, that 
this Condeſcenſion on the Church's part will 
altogether heal the Breach: fer I am perſwa · 
ded that there is a Generation of Men in the 
World, whoſe Intereft it is to embroil the 
Church, and heighten our Differences. There 
are others who are poſſeſſed with a Spirit of 
Oppoſition, whoſe Delight therefore it is to 
fiſh in troubled Waters. There are others, 
whoſe Prejudices are ſo great, that they can- 
not be eaſily (at leaſt preſently) ſurmount- 


ed. All theſe are, and will be, averſe to any 


Union: Therefore tho Il cannot hope, that 
by this means the Breach will be quite heal- 
ed; yer I am perſwaded, if the Church 
would but come to any Temper as to theſe 
Matters in Diſpute, that the Wound, which 
is now very great, would be very much leſ- 
ſened. By this means, thoꝰ not all, yer very 
many of the Diſſenters, and (which is moſt 
deſirable] the moſt learned and 2 

; cre 


-& 


Dominion, and into the Intereſt of France, 


L 


perſvns of that Party, would be brought over 


to the Intereſt of the Church. By the Ac- 
ceſſion of theſe to her Intereſt, the Church 
would not only receive a very great addition 
to her Strength; but the Diſſenting Intereſt, 
which is now very ſtrong, would in all pro- 
babiliry be thereby terribly ſhattered, And 
That Intereſt grows ſo ſtrong, and the Num- 
bers of thoſe who withdraw their Commuai- 
on from Her are ſo many, that I think it 
highly concerns the Church to conſider of 
ſome Methods to weaken the one, and leſſen 
r... 1281 
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Object. 10. It may fartheri be objected, 
That an Union between the Church men and 
the reaſonable Diſſenters would be ſo ſar 
from being an Advantage to, or the Intereſt 
of the Nation, that it would be very dange- 
rous, if not deſtructive, to tho Civil Govern 
ment of it. This (ſome may ſay.) would re- 
move the preſent Ballance, on which the Se- 
curity of the State doth depend; And that, 
as it is the Honour of His Majeſty to hold 
the Ballance of Europe, by maintaining an 
Aquilibrium among the ſeveral States there- 
of; ſo alſo the ſame Policy requires, that at 
home the Ballance between the Church and 
State ſhould be kept fo ſteady ; that the Civil 
Government be not overtopꝭd by the Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Power; and that this would be the 
certain Conſequence of ſuch an Union. Who 
would (may theſe Men ſay) have deſired 
that Spain ſnhould ever have fallen under the 
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for the fake of the ſpecions Name of Unity? 
| In like manner, if the Church were rendred 
ſtrong by the Re- union of the Diſſenters 
| thereunto, it would again overtop the State, 
| and we ſhould be, as in the Times of Pope- 
I, again Prieft ridden, and enſſaved to the 
| imperious Hymours of the Clergy, 5 


1 $1 * 


Reply. The Serengit of the Objection lies 
here, That an Union between the Church- 
men and the modeſt Difſenters, will be a De- 
trĩiment to the Civil Government, in that it 
will remoye the preſent Ballance between 
the Church and State, the Removal whereof 
will be prejudicial to the latter; and that 
therefore; to prevent any Inconveniency 
which may acerue to the State by a Removal 
of the preſent Ballance, it is neceſſary to keep 
up the preſent Diviſions in the Church; Teſt 
being united within her ſelf, the preſent Bal- 
lance ſhould be loſt; and the Church, grown 
potent by the Re-union of the Diſſenters to 
her, ſhould overtop the Civil State, to the 
great Damage of the Kingdom. Theſe are 
the Maxims upon which (it is feared ) ſome 
deſigning Politicians, who are more concern- 
ed, if nor for their own Intereſt, yet at leaſt 
for the Welfare of the State, than of the 
Church, do go: They think that the Eccle- 
ſiaſtical and Civil State are fo contrary and 
oppoſite, that they cannot ſubſiſt together; 
and that thereſore the State cannot proſper, 
unleſs the Church be oppreſſed and divided. 
To cut the Sine us off, and give a full Anſwer 
to this Objection, it is neceſſary to a 
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(76) | 
both the Impiety and Folly of this pretended 
Policy. 12 | Y 

1. This is an impious and ſinful Policy. 
Such indeed is the Wickedneſs and Impiety 
thereof, that every good Man ought to ab- 
hor and deteſt it. Thoſe certainly who op- 
poſe an Union among Proteſtants upon this 
account, whatever Profeſſion of Religion they 
may make, do not herein, act either as Chri- 
jtians. or. Proteſtants. The Maxim upon 
which all their Policy is built, is the higheſt 
and moſt impious Reflection which Men can 
poſlibly caſt upon the Saviour of the World 
and his Apoſtles, who are the Authors of all 
that Power the Church is entruſted. with. 
The Maxim upon which che whole Scheme of 
their Policy is laid, is this, That the Eccleſſ- 
aſtical and Civil Power are contrary to cach 
other, and that therefore the Encreaſe of the 
one muſt neceſſarily be the Diminution of the 
other. This Maxim is both falſe in it ſelf, 
and a proſane Reflection upon Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles. To aſſart this, is to profeſs that 
they believe, Chriſt and his Apoſtles came, 
in the literal ſenſe of the Words, to ſend a 


Sword upon the Earth, to diſturb the Peace 


af the World, and deſtroy its Order, by ſet- 
ting up a Power in the Church deſtructive 
to Civil Government: This is ſuch a Refle- 
Aion upon Chriſt, the Author of our: Holy 


Religion, and fo contrary to his Deſign who 
has made Obedience to Magiſtrates one great 


Branch and Duty of Religion, that a good 
Man cannot but reze it with Indignation. 


2. Thoſe 
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2. Thoſe who are influenced by ſuch Poli- 
tical Conſiderations as theſe, to hinder and 
oppoſe an Union between the Church- men 
and the Diſſenters, are guilty of as much Fol- 
ly as Impiety : As therefore good Men will 
reject their Policy for its Impiety, fo a wiſe 
Man will explode it for its Folly. The Folly 
of this pretended Policy is demonſtrable in 
theſe two Particulars : | 
1. A Comprehenſion will not remove the 


preſent Ballance between che Church and 


State, as is pretended, and therefore can be 
no Detriment to the Civil Power. Methinks 
would charitably hope that there are none, 
eſpecially among our Rulers, who are acted 
by Politicks, which cannot be urged without 
Impiety, or practiſed without Folly ; but 
yet if this be really an Objection with any a- 
gainſt a Comprehenſion, it muſt have recei- 
ved its Original and Riſe from the ill Uſe the 
Church-men ( as Hiſtory informs us) made 
of their Power, when it was fully in their 
Hands, by their conſtant Encroachments 
upon the Rights of the Civil State. It is con- 
feſt, the Miſimprovements of the Eccleſiaſtical 
Power, and the imperious Carriage of the 


Clergy, even to Crowned Heads, in the 


Times of Popery, when the Clergy with an 
uncontrouled Sway domineered over the 
Conſciences of Men, may juſtly make us as 
fraid of falling any more under their Domi- 
nion and Tyranny : But yer, tho' we have 
juſt Cauſe to be afraid of the Tyranny of the 
Popiſh Clergy, we have no reaſon to fear a 
Comprehenſion ; for it is a great Miſtake in 

any 


. 
any ta apprehend, that this will remove the 
preſent” Ballance, which only can be pre- 
rended at a Reaſon of the Danger which 
theſe apprehend may accrue to the State from 
this Union. If indeed by chis Umon the 
Church's Power and Authority Would be 
enlarged, or her Wealth encreaſtd, there 
might be ſome Ground for theſe Fears, and 
conſequently ſome Reaſdn for this Objection. 
But if by a Comprehenſion, rhe? the Terms 
of Communion would be ſome hat enlargec 
and her Members thereby become (we hope 
more numerous, there would yet be no en- 
creaſe of her Power and Authority, as diſtinct 
from the Civil State; the Ballance would 
fill continue as it is betwixt the Church and 
State, and no Dapger would ariſe upon that 
account to the State from a Comptehetiſion. 
1 cannot therefore but obſerve, that the In- 
ſtance alledged in the Objection wilf not an- 
ſwer the End for which'ic is brought: For 
France, and the other States of Europe, have 
contrary Intereſts, and are oppoſſte eath to 
other; and therefore the Enlargement of the 
Power of France muſt be a leſſening tb that 
of the neighbouring States: But the Church 
and Stare are not thus contraty each to o. 
ther; but their Interefts are intet woven, fo 
that the Proſperity of the bne is the Advan- 
tage of the other. Add to this, That by the 
Addition of Spain to France, there wotld not 
only be an Enlargement of her Dottfinions, 
but alſo an Encreaſe of her Poser mel 


being already ſo great as to make her form 
Gable to the neighBonring * 
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iſe from the Differences in Religion, would 


(79) * 
Intereſt to prevent this Union: But this can- 
not be pleaded by any againſt a Comprehen- 
ſion; for neither is the Church's Power at 
preſent formidable to the State, nor yet 
would it by the Re- union of the Diſſenters 
to her be made ſo, in that by this Union her 
Authority would not be at all increaſed. To 
conclude this Argument, As it is the Honour 
of His Majeſty, by holding the Scale of Eu- 
rope in his Hand, to maintam and preſerve 
the preſent Peace inviolable; ſo it will be the 
immortal Honour of His Majeſty, and thoſe 
worthy Patriots of their Country whoſe Pro- 
vince it is to engage in this great and weigh - 
ty Enterprize, to reſtore in ſome meaſure the 
Peace of our Engliſp Iſrael, which has been a 
great while torn and rent by inteſtine Diviſi- 
ons about Matters of very little moment. 
The Accompliſhment of this great Work will 
for ever redound to the Honour of thoſe who 
ſhall be the happy Inſtruments of effecting it; 
and the Advancages accruing, not only to 
the preſent, but to ſucceeding Ages alſo from 
it, will be ſo great, that the Generations to 
come will riſe up and call them Bleed. 

2. An Union between the Church-men 


and Difſenters, would greatly ſtrengthen the 


Civil State. So far would a Comprehenſion 
be from being dangerous or deſtructive to the 
Government of the Nation, that it would on 
the Contrary be a very great Advantage to 
it: for nothing can ſtrengthen the Civil State 
like an Union in the Church. By this means 
thoſe Factions which divide the State, and a- 


be 
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be extinguiſhed, and the Power of Religion 
would get ground in the Hearts of Men; 
than which nothing can tend more to the 
Safety of the Civil Government. Nething 
can be a ſtranger Tye upon Men to obey 
the Civil Power, than the Obligation, of 
Conſcience ; nothing can influence the Con- 
ſciences of Men like the powerful Influences 
of that Religion which teaches Men-for Con- 
ſcience ſake to be ſubje to the Higher Pow- 
ers, as Miniſters of God to them for good. 
Whatever therefore advances the Life and 


Power of the true Religion in a Kingdom, 


doth very much advance the Security of the 
Civil State. For if there be nothing elſe but 
the Ties of Intereſt or Fear, without any in- 
ward Principle of Religion, to keep Men 
within the Bounds of their Duty to the Civil 

Powers, the Government will ſtand upon a 
very uncertain Foundation; and will be con- 
tinually in danger of being overcurned, when 
Either the Intereſts of Men change, or the 
Grounds of Fear, whereby Men of ſactious 
Spirits are contained within the Bounds of 
their Duty, by. the encreaſe of their Power 

re taken away. Hence is it, that he who 


onverſes with Books will find, that the De- 


clenſion of the Power of Religion in a.King- 
dom, has uſually been a ſad Preſage of the 
Deſtruction of the Civil State. To wind up 
this Argument, If nothing can be fo great a 
Security. and Support to the Civil State, as 
the Power of Religion, and nothing can ad- 
vance the Life; and Power of Religion ſo 
much as an Union among the Profeſſors of 8 t; 

then 
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why an linien betwixe che Church ef Eg hw 
and the ReaſonaVle'Diſſencers, is ras 
505 and” ought tc be endeavonred after by 
who have arty regard either to the Wel- 
NT Melt 8. their Coun try. T have al. 


I Iiparttally," en dot Prejudice, confi- 


dete what is," ar" YT {wich aig oolour of 
rage be objeted again" 

a bo ere ie hen, hi (with 
808 mon do better Fodgmencs) 1 believe 

waa very mtich, ebene to che effeckimg 

ant 00800 "_ Wn good "and great 
Ka an ok of \they Le Bl pie 2 

Weürlen) vo F believe”) very wy 
* the Honour and ER bf br he Eng- 
te Guuech ate Vice add * . 

Danper.6f oteftanr Relipi 
the Teffters Engere bf che Prom 

hot: and” bst eftine 
wien, ch "are of le much 5 
ch Pine Ut neat 05 A chis 
10 ie Weeze Pers ee (ibo 


any 


hy 


(84 ) 
any regard to che particular and private In. 
rereſt of any Party of Proteſtants ) calculated 
by che Author of them, to promote and ad- 
vance the Honour of Religion, the Intereſt 
of the Church, and the Welfare and Advan- 


tagaiof che Nngdom. 


5 Pro opolal l. eee eee 

with Cure of Souls worth 60 |. per An. 
real Value, or that Sum in jearly by or 
from any Eftate Eccleſiaſtical or Temporal, toge- 
ther with a Li with Cure of Souls of any 
Howe whatever, jhall be capable of taking; ano- 
# with Cure ifs Souls, without 4 Re- 
femur of he fb Living, or Benefice. . And 10 
prevent thus matter, it x farther pro- 
eſed, That all Faculties be nulled and void, I. 


* 2 propoſed, That if 14 5 Perſon, having 


7 21 Cure ws Souls under the Value a- 
BE 


This "Article i is Lita [I a bort. 
ries, where the Smallneſs of the Maintenance 
doth not make it abſolutely neceſſary. Plu- 
ralities have with great reaſon been, in all 
Churches whatever, reckoned a great 
* f and * ovghe eo by _ 
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liſhed, as much as poſſible, in a Church that 
pretends to be Reformed. There have been 
many Canons of Councils, and ſome Laws 
made by Parliamencs, againſt this Corrupti- 
on: but notwithſtanding theſe, there are fill 
ſhameful Inſtances of the Avarice of many 
Clergy-men in this reſpect. Pluralicies are a 
neral Detriment to Religion ; for when 
en ſee their Miniſters heaping up of Pre- 
ſerments, they are tempted to believe that 
there is no ſuch thing as Religion in the 
World, and that the Miniſtry is only a ſecu- 
lag Trade and Employment whereby Learn- 
ed Men get Riches. and Eſtates for them- 
ſelves and their Children; and not a Sacred 
Function, inſtituted and appointed for the 
Good and Advantage of the People. Some 
Pariſhes indeed are ſo ill provided of a Mam- 
tenance for their Miniſters, that, without tbe 
Addition of another Cure, they cannot ſub- 
fiſt: It were indeed to be wiſhed that this 
Evil were removed, and that the ſmall Li- 
vings were either by Law, or by the pious 
Munificence of well diſpoſed , Perſons, aug- 
mented. to. ſuch a Proportion, that every Pa- 
Tiſh might be, able to maintain its own Mini- 
ſter; but bk this be done, it is necellary 
that in ſome caſes Pluralities ſhould be allow- 
2 But however, ſeeing zhe very End and 
elign of endowihg Parochial Churches was 
the more conſtant and regular Supply of the 
ſeveral Pariſhes; it is reaſonable that choſe 
Pariſhes which have a competent Mainte- 
Aance for, a Miniſter, ſhould have their own 
Incumbents, to. officiate duely and conſtantly 
a | a 


well wu 7 


MT Oo 
| among ther " fibr yet, tho by this Article 1 
Woti 825 ucaliries with Cure of Souls, 


ee would not put a Bar to iy deſerving 
| 7 8 nr Np Advantage from thoſe 
nitics which 2 Church 5 to diſpoſe of 
the Eat of. Learning and 
et, and td Which there is nd Cute of Souls 
annexed; theſe ray be enjoyed by any 79 
have the Cure of Souls already cotmitted 
to them, in that the) 1 not e 
cheir preſent Charge. * x 
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Eivings ſhould Tefide upon both. The r60t- 
ing Hüt cherktore one of theſe Evils, will be 4 
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"hotrible Shame, that ſome'bf the beſt Li. 
+ m England, for Mainteriatice, are 1 
glecled by V's Mitiiters, who hardly ev 
"come" at them, 'excepr it be 15 receive Te 
Rents 4s cho there were no Pfopißon for a 
Miniſter” upon rhe Place. This's' hot 18 
ſs Neglect of their Duty, Who Are WV! 
. their Functions to rake Gate bf the 
thoſe over whom they"are'eÞy the PFs. 
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(85) - 
vigence of God i in Spiritual things; but ig is 
a Detriment to the Poor; för Miniſters 
ought to ſer a good Example to their Flocks; 
and to uſe Hoſpftality and Charity to the 
Poor. But how can eithef of theſe be don 
by thoſe Miniſters, who hardly ever come at 
their Cure? Ir is an Obſervation, that (as 
the late Biſhop of Worceſfter tells us) is made 
by the Canoniſt, Ther there i no Command 
for Reſidence in Scripture, becauſe the Nature 
of the Duty requires it. Did Men but confi- 
der the End of their Miniftry, and the Na- 
ture of that holy Office which they bear, 
they would not be ſo careful of the Fleece, 
and fo negli ent of the Flack, as they gene- 
No wonder rhat there is fo jietle 
ſerious Reſigion among us, when by ma ny 
Paſtours there is ſo very little care taken to i 
ſtruct or teach their IE better by their 


own Examples. 


Prop z . That for the lg des beer of 
the Lor 15 5 Day, and Inſt ruction of the People, 


every Miniſter bal preach rwite within his Pa- 


riſh every Cord Day; or elſe ſpend as much 


time as will be equivalent thereunto, in Iuſtruct- 
ing bis Pariſhioners by, either Exp ſi ion of 70 


Script wi or Cateebizing o of Tagen; nv, or 
1 eee | 
be 2 ed of rwo' Benefices, lying ſo near * 
be. that be [upply tbem both; in which caſe 
It ſhal be ſu Heieni to agel once every Lord s 


Day in either. Pariſh; ; provided that this In 
junction do not en. where Sickneſs, or thy 
other extraordinary + Accid . doth reyes i. 
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©. "Much depends upon the putting this Article 
in Execution: For by this means Miniſters will 


more ingaged in their Theologick Studies, 
the increaſing of that very neceſſary part 
of Learning among the Clergy. The Lord's 
Day, a great part of which in many Coun- 
try-places, is now groſly profaned, will be 
better ſanctifſed by the People; who alſo by 
this means will be better inftruted in their 
Duty to God and the King. Frequent 
Preaching alſo will have a Tendency to keep 
Men to the practice of their Burg, by kee p- 
ing up the Spirit of Piery among them, Laſt- 
ly, the Miniſtry by this means will grow in- 
40 Repute; for the Honour of that Profeſſion 
pee upon aged a ſerious Preach- 


prop. 4. "Yet as. d Be ; mapa to take a 
Dr , than a ſolemn Declaration of our be- 
lief of the Truth of the Articles of the Church of 
England; as alſo, an open Declaration that we 
will conform our Klee to the Uſage and Cuſ- 
toms of the Church of England, as it Sn be 
then by La Eſftabliſhed. * N 


There are three things elde 1 this | 


' Propoſal, The er Faith of the 
Church from Corruption, The keeping up the 


uniform Order of the Church, and the far: 
ing Men of tender Conſciences. As it is 
eceſſary that the Faith of the Church ſhould 
be preſerved free from every Corruption, ſo 
I believe the ſolemn Declaration of our be- 
R of * things mentioned i in the former 


part 
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part of this Article, will effectually ſecure it 
from all Attempts of Deceivers to deprave it; 


* 
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and yet leave Men to a due Liberty of 
Thought as to ſome ſpeculative Matters, @ 
which ſeveral learned and pious Men may be 
of different Opinions. Such a ſolemn Declara- 
tion of our belief of the Truth of the Articles 
of the Church of England, will alſo prevent the 
Prevarication, and detect the Hy pocriſie of 
thoſe perſons, who now ſubſcribe them indeed, 
but not as Articles of Faith, but Articles of 
Peace. I confeſs, thoſe who can thus pre- 
varicate, have found out a way to-evade the 


Force of any Law that can be made; and to 


keep their Livings let what Changes will 
come, even tho? ese, it ſelf ſhould (which 
God prevent) get the aſcendency among us: 
For according to the Sentiments of theſe 
Gentlemen, we may ſubſcribe to any thing 
whatever, how contrary to Truth ſoever it 
may be. It is neceſſary that the Hypocriſie 
of theſe Perſons ſhould be detected, which 
can be by no other way, than by being re- 
quired to profeſs their belief of the things 

ſabſcribe to : This will quite overcurn 
that Diſtinction made uſe of by Men, who 


are reſolved to do any thing but part with 


their Livings. The latter part of this Article 
is deſigned to preſerve the Order of the 
Church, and yet give Eaſe to the tender 
Conſtiences of ſome Men; who, tho they 
may think the uſe of the things required by 
the Book of Common-Prayer lawful, yet can - 
not declare their aſſent and Conſent to every 
ching contained in, and preſcribed by that 
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ok. The Pune 
by the AR of Uoiforomy,, to give qur Aſſent 
and. Conſent, may be cogtdered,! either as 
ttters eee pf 2 
e conuner. ag matters ol Faith, à ſo- 
Fs — . of our. Aſſent and Canſent 
all and every thing contained in, and pre · 
ibed. by the Book df Cemmon- Prayer, in a 
_ 3 28 we do believe, chat elle 
hings and Ex preſſions, even every Propa- 
ſtion and: Word, in that Book, are true, and 
agrees ble to the Word of God; and that we 
do believe that there ia nothing contain d in 
that Book, either as ta the Matter expreſt, or 
the manner of Expreſſion, falſe, or diſagree · 
le to the Form of ſaund Words. This, 
c ſuch an Acknowledgment, 2. 
the Authority of that Book, 


— 


ſeems to equa | 
with the Authority of the, Bible; and which 
therefore any Man, which has a due regard to 


the 7 of choſe Divine Writings, would 
be very loath to make of any; Baok, but the 
Bible, Neither can any Man, I think, ſaſely 
give his Aſſent and Cæmſent to all and every 
hing contain d in the Hook af Co Prayer 
this Sence, who is not. intirely ſatisfied. of 
the Truth of every thing, even of gvery Ex- 
preſſion contain d in that Book. If we con- 
ſider the things to which we are reguired 
by the Act of Uniformity ta give our Aſſent 
and Conſent, as matters of Practice ny; 
the Declaration of aur Aſſent and Con- 

t to all and every thing contain d in, and 


preſcrib d by the Book oſ/Cemmun · Prager, is 
no more than a. ſolemn Obligation of our 


ſelves 


woe are teguired, 
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ters of Practice, and-not-as:mattersof: Fairh, 
will evidently appear to every one,-tharcon- 


throughout that Law; as alſd, that che De. 


claration there mentioned, ia by how 


applied, not to the belief of every Wo 
Propoſition, but to the Uſe of the things pre 
ſcribed, in the publick Service of the Church. 
To this the Declaration it feilf is limited in 
that Act, as appears by the Paragraph imme- 
diately going beſnre the Declaration it ſelf, 
3 ä 1 7.4) 9 — 
Uniſarmity in the P War 
( lich in fo much deſired) PF [peedily —— 
ed, He it further enatted by the Autbhoruy 
ſaid, That every Parſon, Vicar, or other 
ſter whatſoever, who now hath and 4 — 
any Eeclejiaſtical Benefice or Promatiom within 
this Realm of England, or Places afor 
ſhall in the Church, Chappel, 
SEEN 
iron, upon ſame zd 
Saint Bartholomew, wich ſhall be in the Tear 
* * Lard God ane ils fo bundred fy 


ſiders the Diſtinction between Articles of 
Faith, aud Matters of Practice, made uſe of 
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(90) 
fexty: two,” openly, publickly aud ſolemnly read 
the Morning and Evening Prayer, inted to 
be read by and according to the 7 
Common-Prayer, at the times thereby appointed; 
and. after ſuch reading thereof, ſhall openly and 

lickly, before the Congregation there aſſem- 
led, "declare bis unfeigned Aſſent and Conſent 


to the uſe of all things in the' ſaid Book comtain- 


ad and preſcribed: in tbeſe words, and no other : 
And then follows the Declaration it ſelf. 
And afterwards the Law making mention of 
Lecturers, and requiring them alſo to make 
the ſame Declaration, doth evidently: diſtin- 
guiſh between our Aſſent unto, and Appro- 
batiom of the Book of Common Prayer, as it is 
in general a publick Form of Worſhip, and 
dur particular Conſent to uſe all things con- 
tain d thereby. It is evident therefore, that, 
tho words were made uſe of in that Decla- 
ration, which many did believe to import 
the Truth of every individual Word and 
Rite contained in that Book, and whothere- 
fore for that Reaſon. could not make it in 
thoſe words, which were by the Law injojn- 
ed; yet the Deſign of the Law was no more, 
but to enforce the Practice of the things con- 
rairyd in that Book. And if the words of t 

Declaration themſelves, in their own Signi 


the Prayers and Rites of the Liturgy, as the 
Law did limit the Declaration, there had not 
ſo many leſt the Communion of the Church 
on that account, as did. There were then, 
and are ſtill, many who would comply with 
the uſe of many things, which they —_ 

N 5 | nt 


cancy, had been as much limited to the uſe of 


18 

Aſſent to a5 a matter of Faith: For à Mah 
may promiſe to uſe whatever he believes to 
be lawful, whereas he cannot Aſſent to any 
den as an Article of Faith] but what he is 
ſatisfied in his own Mind is contained either 
directly or by conſequence in the Scriptures, 
which are the compleat Rule of 'Faith. I 
could wiſh therefore, that ĩnſtead of the De- 
claration required to be made by chat AR, 
that this or the like were required. | 

J A. B. do promiſe and imgage # the 8 
of God and 767 Congregation, but I il co | 
Ply with the Uſe ef thoſe things contained in, | 
1 
| 
| 


and preſcribed by, the Boot of Common Pe 
and 112 mini 4-10 of the n &c. * 
By this Declaration the Deſign and Intent 
of he Act of Uniformity would be fully ab. 
ſwered, and rhe Conſciences of Men would 
not be enſhared. Thijs would preſerve and 
ſecure the Uniformiry of the Worſhip of the 
Church, and yet would let into her 
munion thoſe, who would willingly comp! 
with the Ute of many things, Which the 
cannot give rheir Aſſent untò as matters 
Faith; who therefore do now refuſe to make 
that Declaration , becauſe they do believe 
the words thereof do import more than an 
Obligation to uſe the things required by the 
k of Commun-Prayer , and conſequently 
more than they were N for by the 


Act of Uniformity. pda , 


"Prop. © That a certain Number Divines, 
who ſhall. be impowred to call in ſuch of the 
 Diffenters, fo adviſe with, as they ſhall think fr, 
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ls muſt be confeſt, that frequent and un- 
| Alteratiqns in the 85 Forms of 
Werſkip, are neither deſirable. nor expedi- 
ent, and tends very much to make Mens 
Minds unſettled waveringz but yet it 
loch not follow, that all Alterations ate un- 
reaknable. or,uplawful; In ſome Cafes it is 
unreaſonable to deny them, for ſametimes 
thers-is a. necellicy ſor them. Words fre- 
quently change their Signification, and Men 
their Cuſtoms; many things that have lon 
lain in Obſcurity, are at laſt diſcovered, An 
as it is in this reſpect with other things, ſo al- 
Dis it with many leſſer Truths: We, who 
ſtand upon as it were the Shoulders of our 
Forefathers, da ſee farther than they could. 
Theſe things frequently rendet it feceſſary to 
alter many. chings. in the publick Offices of 
e Church, as often as either words change 
their Signitication, or Men their Cuſtoms ; 2s 
oſten, as by the increaſe of l 
thoſg Truths, which - have hitherto lain hid 
in Obſcurity, by Men of Learning and Piety 
are hetter and more clearly undetſtood. As 
therefore (they ate the words of a great Man, 
but a little tranſpoſed) all Men oughr on the 
one hand to avoid the Imputation of a Deſul- 
tory Levity, as tho”. they loved Changes for 
change ſake ; ſo on the other hand we 885 
| ] * "wv menge 
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vod 4 fallen. 9 855 ings becauſt they 
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were to be taxibrained” here; ad th 
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3 former Age, o aer Wh 

eb 15 De is porn that what wa 
wry order at one time | may be as wifely 
janged in anöcher. TK have deen ſeve- 
al Alrefarcions' 55 W in the pubſi 

ice of tue Church fince the Reformaric 
abd why cherefore may it not be lawful 
alter a ſew things now ? 18 there nothing in 
t fit ro be conſidered? Are there no Expreſ- 
hs in it doubtful, the Sence whereof it is 
fit ſhould be cleared up? Many things might 
Porno ght "of the Eitutzy as worthy; 


onſidetation,” becguſe they are now mn 
e Subjett. K D Debate; büt we would nqt 
reſume $2 dittare to bur Superiours, 4 
chetefore r2ler's Ar them to conſide} 
and dereritiine'\ what is is fit ro ro'he altered: in it." 
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| indifferently, expreiſed either by Words or 
Tons: Theſe:chink it not Eſſential to the 
rclinance of Baptiſm, much leſi do they look 
15 it as any Sacramental Sign, or as any 


imilrude or Image forbidden by the Second 
Commandment :If.chey did believe, that ic 
id in the leaſt contradict the Divine Precept, 
40 78 5 upon no account ule it; They at 
oft laok upon it no more than a Rite and 
Ceremony. convenient to be retained in that 
art of Divine Worlhip, When Perſons are 
cated. to the Service of a Crucified Chriſt, 

o put them in mind, that they ought not to be 
aſhamed. of his Croſs to whoſe Service they 
are devoted. There. are others, who have 


vice. different Apprebenſions of the Croſs; 
Thee loak upon it as a Ceremony, that has 
been, very much abuſed by the Church of 
ne, whoſe proſeſſed Doctrine it is to wor- 
ip All Croſſes, by which they are direct Ido- 
aters: and that therefore, tho” the abuſe of 
a thing be no 8 for its diſuſe, if the 
thing: be uſeful, and neceſſaty in its own na- 
re; it is very convenient, to prevent the 
Tke abuſe of it by us, wholly to lay it aſide, 
eſpecially the Hodsof Men being ſo inclin'd 
as they are toSuperfticion. They further look 
upon it as an Addition to Baptiſm, and that 
there fore it looks very l 8.4 Sacramental Act 
on zer which reaſon they the uſe of ic 
Det juſtifiable, _ And chat which makes them 
he.more averſe.co. the vie of it, is this, They 
Think that it interferes with the Obligation of 
e Second. Commandment, They judge it 
be, tho not à fixed, yer à tranſient longs: 
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far that it is a Repreſentation of the Croſs of 
Chriſt, which is. of the very Eſſence of an l- 
mage. Theſe Rn ac ng at ata 2 
ma not only Graven , bur. t 
likeneſt of any cling in Heaven or Earth; and 
the introducing it into any part of the Divine 
Worthip, is contrary to the Obligations of 
that Precept; and that therefore the den of 
the Crofs being at leaſt the Repreſantation o 
Chriſt Crucified, the Uſe of it in any part of 
Religious Worſhip, to ſpeak the moſt ſayou- 
rably they can of it, doth. not appear to them 
to be lawful. To all this, on the other hand, 
the Church- men make this further Reply, - 
That tho" che Papiſts Idolatrouſly worſhip 
Material Croſles,. yet never che Sign, of the 
Crolſsz and as to their-ſuperſtitious Uſes o 
this Sign, which were many, they are 
only declared againſt, but carefully rooted 
our of che Minds of Men. They further ſay, 
Thac nothing proper to a Sacrament is aſcri- 
bed thereunto; for it is not pretended to be 
any 2 from God to Man, or that aty Pro- 
miſe of Grace is annexed thereunto; neither 
is it pretended to be , a means of receiving 
race from God, for. is there any Efficacy 
aſcribed thereunto; much leſs is it by them 
ſuppoſed to be any Seal or Pledge from God, 
to allure the Soul of Grace received, They are 
alfo aſſured it can be no Image, becauſe they 
ars aſſured it is no proper Act of Worſhip at 
all, PIE Sign from Man to Man, and 
not from Man, to God (as yet mahy other 


lawſuF Ceremonies ate, ſuch as "Kneeling , 
Bowigg, lifting up the Hands and Eyes) in 
9 + Wh 


D "which 


| lhe 3 is 


1 tmifch an rage, 


bop po 
Fog yeoh 885 


iy a$ 105 10 e 


Al bolnd u 


5 1 be 1 8 
| a1 


WI n $a oy 
aded in 9219 
tothe. w of God 85 5 
all 1 0 ij po Ech, Hat i 
For oy 20 * LEW I. 
U event at) 155 
jy the of i defire che We ef ir Ac 15 
alt of it ie Parent 4 ths 
He- 
Dilagree- 


* N 


d the tin er aue 1 
* 13 * kale of fuch 


ment 
» 


„2s Lettefs 9 825 


rogge. 


reer 


eee 


= 


re ount of b at 
55 2 2” ſis 


=. 

* . 
- % 
80 \ 

10 


202 5 | 27. 7 
12 if berwes * * Aa e u 


Sean ce e, 8 Nor 2 


elf to oY neig! 
that Ord: 2 05 ar 


8 N n 17020 250 


Z TIF 51 be Pm 55 i the 


1 "whether phe 
&..Chila*s Bi 7 N 5 10 z e . ne hery 
theleſi, that where 6 are n, Surrriet, f 


Pugh or next immediate Relation. of rhe 55 . 


— 


71 10 


2 a Wat Tos. | 


= 


up by, the a in. 8 Gault 1 

. doch... EY the 

Church's Care for the 1 ol het Ne 

I cannot therepre ſee where the Fault of this 

jap lies, diic, . in Times when, and 
aces eſpecially where « N Spirit ol Perſeca, 
5 it 1s. 53 ful. ig en 


y reaſon of the Pace of, our Hrae 
us 5 1 Profeſſion of Chrittian 
7 ey ag nat EY —— _ 
„ Mheress £ | 
5 the Kel Raimi \Differences 2 4 

1255 long time reigned; among us, wan). Per 
ſons; otherwiſe erious and Nell, * = 

IV 


Mini perform 


* 


= 
_ « - 
———_— > _— — 
2  — 
— 


— 


- 
- 
— — — —* — - 
— — —— — —— 
— — — — — ———ʒ vuͤ—¾ 
— — KEE — £3 


= 
=Y - _ — 
2 — — wy - — — 
— - Pg — — . 
— — —— — — — 1 — — z — — — 


498) 
ceived invincible Prejudices againſt them ; to 
which it muſt be acknowledged the groſs A- 
buſe of the Inſtitution, by the Neglect of 
thoſe who have underraken thar Office, with- 
out ever regarding the Performance of the 
Duties of it, has very much contributed; it is 
therefore propoſed, Thar ſor the fake of 
Peace, the Weakneſs of our Brethren in this 
reſpect ſhould be paſſed by, and that they 
ſhould not be required to provide any Sure- 


ties, if they "themſelves will engage to the 


Church, that their Children ſhall be trained 
up in the Chriſtian Faith. It is alſoto bewiſh- 
ed, that to prevent Prejudices ſor the future 
againſt them, That all Miniſters were requi- 
red by their reſpeQive Orditiaries, to admit 
of none for Godfathers or Godmothers, but 
ſuch as are qualified, according to what is 
required in the 29th Canon, 


Prop. 8. That mw Miniſter: be obliged to re- 


fuſe the Loris Supper to any, of whoſe Fitneſs 


{ both in reſped of the Knowledye' and Prattice 
of Religion) for that Ordinance they are ſatisfied, 
only becauſe they ſcruple to receive it kneeling. 


It is confeſſed; the Church of England, by 
the cautionary Rubrick added at the End of 
the Communion, have given ſuch g fair Ac- 
count of this Poſture; and have fo fully vin- 
dicated themſelves from any fuſpicioris of fa- 
vouring the Romiſh Idolatry, that no Man 
Has any juſt and reaſonable Ground to refuſe 


to receive it in that poſture; But yet ſei 


ſame very pious Perſons are pre jadiced agath 
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Nocent ; and that no more was inte 
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it, ai fa the Super tion of the Papilts; 
and that ic is evident from Antiquity thar 
RY at the Supper was not then in uſe; 
as alſo 
if all Things are conſidered, may agree v 
well with the naturs of the Infticurion, it is 
but reaſonable our weak Brethren ſhould be 
born with in this matter; and chat Miniſters 
may be leſt to ſuch a ſreedom, that they may 
riot be obliged to refuſe any that Ordinan 
barely upon the account of the poſture uſed 
in recelfing it. And now I am ſpeaking of 
this Head, I wiſh it migtit be cofifidered, 
whether'the Reaſon made ut of by Biſhop, 
3 4 in his Viſitation An. Dom. 15 Fo. for the 

Board being made every where with- 
in his Dioceſe Af the faſhion of a Table, 
and not of an Altar, may not be as ent 
now as it was then; and whether. or no ome 
uniform Order throughout the Kingdom, as 
to this matter, may not hinder and prevent 
many Differences, which are now apt to 
riſe upon this account between Miniſters a 
their Pariſhioners, whereby the Succeſs of the 
MY is "oy much * and obſtrutted. 


| | 9. Tr the $ wplice be either taken a 
e at | ef the Uſe 6 it left indifferent. 


Tho Charity houtd, ablige all Men to bes 
here, that che firſt Deſien of enjoini 
Garment to be worn by thoſe who are 
ders, at the time of their officiacing,, was *. 


thereby; ** 
Pur. 


that the Sitting a8 pere, it is 2 


(ee 

purity of Heart wich which they eught at all 
times to draw nigh upto God, but more eſpe · 
cjally in his own Houſe; yet ſe it is a 
Guarment, the ſingulatity of which gives great 
Offence to many ſerious aud piou 


Chriſtians, 
who do not only thin it decent, but neceſſary, 
that thoſe who are ſepatated from the World 
to tit Service of od, ſhould: be diſtinguiſhed 
fram others by a grave Habit, agtecable to 
their Function; it were to be wiſhed; that 
the Ute of it wete eichat aboliſhed, or leſt in- 
different. Theſe think it law ſul for the Ma- 
giſtrate to enjoin what Habit he ſees cnVν,iꝗ 
nient ſor their contiboe: Wear; but yet they 
cannot think it neteſſary, awial,: ar. conve- 
nienty for any to appnint any ſpecial and di- 
ſtinct Habit to be Warn by Miniſtete at the 
tim ot their officiating in Holy Things only, 
and nat at other times alſo. Neither can they 
ſee any Reaſon, why that, os! Dy; other 
Garment, ſhould be appr opria ted to one part 
of the Service, and not another: They think 
that this looks like making of hol Garments, 
and as tho che Garments did recommend the 
Worſhip unto God; which they cannot but 
look upon as an Error, injurious to the Ho- 
nour of; Almighty God, as tho' He regarded 
the Veſtments in which he was worſhipped, 
more than the Worthip it ſelf; and pernici- 
ous to the Souls of Men, as tending to encou- 
rage them to truſt more to the Prieff's Gar- 
ments for Acceptance, than to the Interceſ- 
ſion of Chriſt, or the preparation of their 
own Hearts. It is not my Huſineſi ta engage 
in this 'Quarrel, by determining ag 
P ; CT T7 t ey 
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hey are in the right or no: for ſuppoſing they 
ars in the wrong, which perchance they may 
be; yet ſeeing the Matter is of fo ſmall mo- 
ment in the * account, and ſo offen · 
ſiwe to many ſerious Chriſtians, it is unreaſo- 
nable to make it a matter of Contention any 
longer. To prevent which, it is propoſed, 


that the llſe thereof be dicher wholly laid a- 


ſide, or at leaſt left n in all e 
Caurehes: 8 


Prop on. enn 5 Diſpuee; Whether 
Fug yard to the Office and Work of 1he Mi- 
miſtry by Precbyters only; without the Concur- 
ence of the Biſhop, be not valid; aud, on the 
other Hand, cert ain, that it is not Regular, ac- 
cording to tbe preſent Diſcipline of 1be Church of 


England: 7 ea Contention therefore- 4 
Ten this matter, ani that the Oburch of Eng- 


| evidence ber Zeul for Union, and 


he F ener atinn {ve 


fers only," and yet maintain ber own Authorny 
and Ordinis tbe Adminiſtration of ber on Di- 
4 this Medium is propoſed; That whert- 
in the Ordination of Trieſts. n the.Chavch 


Feen 8 8 
Prayer tion 6 Biſhops Prieſts 
Hands aneh ache — and die 
it h the — 
Receive the Holy Ghoſh, . * bur are alſo by 
tbe delivery of a Bible anto them particularly 
- #mbori2'd to rec that Office in that partien- 
lar Congregution;\ to aui they are lawful! 

appointed, in tbeſe or di, Take ehen Achs 


Prieſtbood, in thoſe Words, 


6 4% 1 rity 


bas for the Reformed Churches 
freed, whoſe Miuiſters art vrdamed by Preſ= 
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rity to preach the Word, G., By which 
Laer ale, _— — 1 7 cv agaag 3 
wot. ingeſted with the Office of a Preshyter, whi 
na} Heme by the” former Rite and Words, but i. 
only authorrzed legally to do the Work of bis Of- 
fice in that Pariſh," where the Providence of God 
doth place bim: It is propoſed, That all ſuch 
Perſons, who have heem ordained bw, and 
Prayer, with the lunpeſition of the Hands of Preſ- 
byters only, aud who have Teſt imoniali of ſuch 
their Ordination, as alſo of their pious and peace- 
able Lives and Converſations, ſhail not be obliged 
in the former manner, and by the former word;, 
to ſubmit'to a Re-ordination to the Office and 
Work, of the Miniſtry in general; but ſhall be, 
by the laying os of tbe Hand of the Biſhop on- 
, in the latter manner and words, only authe- 
rized.to exerciſe their Miniſtry in that Flac and 


Church to which they are called; and rhat by 


ver tue of this their legal Admiſſion to the Work 
the Miniſtry in this manner; they ſhall be 4. 
75 inabled to accept of and poſſeſs = Crag 
aſtical Benefice and Promotion in the ch, ei- 
tber wir b, or without the Cure of Souls, as the} 
vhey bad been ordained in the uſual why and man- 
ner. It is alſo further propos;d, that (whereas 
Ordination by. the Biſbep end bis Presbyters, is 
tbe Regular 22 of Admiſſion to the Office of the 
Miniſtry in the Church ef England) to pre- 


ſirve ber Order and Diſcipline intire aud invio- 
| doble, thy this Indulgence be. (for he 2 


an Union among Proteſt ants) granted 10 f 
ready ordaingd- by Prevbyters + yet it ſhall 
extend no further, that ſo ber Order may 


Feel for the fas, and ee 
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and the Contempt of her Authority may be pre- 


. 


vented. 


This Propofal, as it is of the greateſt 
Length, ſo alſo is it of che greateſt Import 


and Concern. The matter of Ordination 


being the greateſt Difficulty to be ſurmoun- 
ted in effecting an Union betwixt all reaſona- 
and peaceab'e Proteſtants: This is that which 
thoſe of both ſides are moſt zealous about. 
The Church-men plead, That the Ordinati- 
on of the Diffenters is done in a Schiſm, and 
without any lawſul Authority, in o ion 
to the eſtabliſhed Order of the National 
Church; and that it is done without the 
Conſent and Concurrence of the Biſhop, who 
in the Engliſh Church has the chief Juriſdi- 


ction in Eccleſiaſtical Affairs, withour whoſe 


Concurrence therefore Ordination which is 
an Act of Juriſdiction, cannot be done: That 
therefore the Ordination received from the 
hands of the Diſſenters, as null in it ſelf, and 
contrary to the eſtabliſned Order and Go- 
vernment of the Church of England, ought 
to be reirerated and renewed. The Ditten- 
ters, on the other hand, plead, That ſuppo- 
ſing they were ordained in a Schiſm, that 
yer their Ordination is valid and good, be- 
ing done by rhe Presbytery, or thoſe who 
execute the Office of Presbyrers, in that way 
which is required by the Scriptures, viz. by 


- Faſting, Prayer, and Impoſition of Hands. 


That therefore there is the ſame reaſon for 
the re- ba ptizing of thoſe who are not bapti- 
zed by thoſe of the Church of England, 

A 3 which 


_- 
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which yet they do not allow. of, as thete is 
for re- ordaining thoſe who are not 2 
by the Church- men. They argue farther, 


That many of the Reformed Churches a- 


broad ordain their Miniſters by the ſame 
hurch Officers, as the Diſſenters do in Eng: 
and; and that therefore if, our Ordination 
here in England be null, theirs alſo muſt be 
null ; ory by conſequence they can have no 
rdinances,: and are no Churches, as having 
no Minifters, who are an integral part of the 
ible. Church. That therefore the? (if the 
Conſequence of the Action reached no far- 
ther than themielves) they might or Peace- 
fake ſubmit to. he-r&-ordaiged ;/ yet they can 
never · be induced to do that, which is in ef» 
ſect to un · church ſo great a part of the Re» 


formation, and which mult of noceſſity put a 


Weapon into the hands of the Papiſts againſt 
them; for which Reaſons, tho they would 
do what lies in them for the promoting the 
Peace and Welfare of our Engliſh Vrael, the 


cannot ſubmit to be re · ordained. Theſe are 


the Arguings of either Side. And after alli 
chat can be ſaid, it muſt be confeſſed to be a 


nice point, and that on either Side there are 


Difficulties nog to be ſurmounted, but by 
Men of an extanſiye Chatity. It muſt be 


. confeſſed, That there is great ſtrength in the 


Arguments on either ſicle. Phe Arguments 


of tbe Diſſentere are ſuch, that it will be a 


difficule matter for any to condemn. their 
Miniſtry as a Nullity, without condemning 
the Miniſtry of many parts oſ the Reforma - 


1 * * the 9 Seas _ a Nen bel There 


& is, 
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| po Medium, Care is taken to 


_—C.2 
is. on thaeather. hand, ſo much Forte and 
Strength in the Argumenta made uſe of by the 
Church- men, as do maniſeſt and ſhew; that if 
the Miniſtry of the Diſſenters is not a Nullity in 
it ſelf, that jet their Admiſſion to it wad irre- 
gular, as contrary to the Order and Diſci. 
pline of the Church af England. The only 
way 3 if -chis' —— —— com- 
poſed, of doing it, wi 2 cching' upon 
ſuch a Mediam,. whereby a due — mv ; 
the — — — — —— abroad 
may be mamfeſted, and a ſtrict regard may 
had to the Honour and Order of the Eny- 


— whereby the Objections of either 


Party may be anſwered, and the les of rea- 
ſonable Men ſatisſied. This (with che greateſt 
Submiſſion to thoſe ho ſfrall think otherwiſe) 1 
believe the Medium offet d in this Propoſal would 
doi: For by this Aedium there is abundant Care 
taken, on the one Hand, to ſatisſie the Difſen- 
ters; and, on the other Hand, to maintain the 
Authority and Order of the Church of Eng 
land ; and on both Hands, to manifeſt the re- 
ſpect we in have for all the Reformed 
Churches abroad, whether their Miniſters are 
ardained by Biſhops or Presbyters. There is 
ſuch a Mixture of Submiſſion to the Church on 
the Diſſenters part, and of Clemetcy and Con- 
deſcenſion on the Churches part; that I can 
ſee no reaſon, why any on either fide ſhould 
ſtand out any longer upon this account. 2 
ve the 
ity and Order of the Church inviolable, 
and free from Contempt; and yet foom lefe 

for a perſect and complear freedom of Thought 


— 


— 
other wiſe than the — 


— tho — Days were eſteemed by 
that Church a Time of Schiſin ; but did only 
Wpply what was wanting in their Ordination, by 
the Addition of choſe Romiſh Rites, which were 
emitted by che Reformers. And to this Day 
they do not ordain thoſe again, who are or- 
dained in the Greek Communion, tho* they 
judge them to be as much Schiſmaticks as the 

oteſtants are. And therefore I would hope, 

at the Church of England has as much Cha- 
rity for the Exgliſh Diſſenters, as the 
Church has for choſe who diſſent fromm her. 
But if theſe ſhould think, that the Reaſon why 
the Papilts did not rejet/ Ordination, tho done 
io a Schiſm, was becauſg they looked upon it as 
a Sacrament; they would do well to conſider, 
that we have abundantly more Ancient Teſti- 
monies of thp Churches Eractice in this reſpect. 

Learned Diving of the Engliſu Church Lone, 
5 „ r 
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tho not of the firſt Rank, yet is numbred a5 
mong her Dignitaries] aſſures us, that the An- 
tient Church made a great difference between 
thdfe ordained by Hereticks, and thoſe ordain- 
ed by Schiſmaticks only. Of which be gives us 
this memorable Inſtance, That Melitins an E- 
gyptien Biſhop having Schiſinatically ordained 
ſeveral Perſons, the Synod then convened at 
Nice determined, that in regard Afelitius was 
no Heretick, but only a Schiſmatick, the Or- 
ders of thoſe ordained by: him ſhould not be 
declared Null; but that being confirmed by 
Alexander their proper Metropolitan, they 
ſhould be admitted to Communion, and the 
Exerciſe of their ſeveral Miniſtries. This was 
long before that Conceir, of Orders being a 
Sacrament,” was thougm 8. 


Prop. 11. That the Power of the Keys be ſo im 
tirely nut into the Hands of the Clergy, that-no Lax. 
man be permitted to exerciſe any Eccleſiaſtical Fil» 
riediion;by Cenſures, Suſpenſions, or Excommuuicati- 
ond; but that in all thoſe Inft ances, wherein theCharch 
is permitted to exerciſe ber Power by the Laws, it be 
performed and executed by Spiritual Perſons." Ik 's 
further propoſed, that there be none ſuffertd to com- 
mute by buying 'off the Penalty, in ſuch Caſes and 

Crimes aubere Public Penance ought to be done; be- 
. cauſe ſuch Commut ations art prejudicial, and av 


- 


great Diſcouragement to a Reformation of Manners, 


It has, and doth ſtill cominue to be a very 
great Eye - ſore inthe Eyes of many high Church- 
men, that ſo. great a part of the Power of the 
Keys is lodged in the of the Eccleſiaſficul 

N ! = . n F ? Courts, 
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. Counts, which moſtly conſiſt off Lay-men. This 
they cannot but look upon as a very gren 
them For tho they judge, that: the Civil 
may determine in what Caſes the Church that 
exert her Power; yet they judge that the Pow. 
er ſhe is allowed to xxert, ought to be exercis d 
by Spiritual Perſons, to whom that Power ſeems 
to be in a ſpecial manner committed in the Goſ- 
pel. They therefore wiſh that Excommunicati- 
an, which is the. moſt ſolemn Act of Diſcipline 
in — Church, migbt never be denounced a- 
—— any, but ſor very urgent Reaſons, vir. 
the obſtinate denyal of ſame icportant Ar- 
zicle'of the Chriſtiam Religion, or the wiltul per- 
in any natofiouſly ſcandalous PraRice, 
after due Exhortation to the contrary. And as 
they wiſh it might, never be pronounced but for 
very urgent Reaſons, ſo alſo that it might be 
le laſt Remedy che Church makes uſe ef; and 
hat wherever it is uſed, that it be done in a 
Tvety ſolemn manner, and attended with Prayer 
and Faſting for the Offender's reclaiming. And 
i theſe things were obſerved, I doubt nat, but 
hat the Spiritual Weapons of: th: Church, 
_ which are now deſpiſed by the Prophane, to 
awhich their too common uſe has not a little con- 
tributech would again grow terrible to Offen- 
ders The latter part of this Propoſal is abſo- 
E necęſſary, to Lew err 
. of open Wickednels. 
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Pro — kts aropo/e#, That ai Caſes of Sean- 
ie Impiery commuted by Miniſt era, the Biſhop, 
of wirhvrhe Cit gy'of the:Dganry, where the ' Offence 
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ſhall em and determine. of all\ ſuch Accuſations g 


and upon proof any ſcandalau aud impione Pra- 


Fices, committed by any Clergymau coutrary. to the 
„ and unbecumimg bi Miniſtry, the 
bebe fall — te ſuſpend. ex Beneficio 
Officio every ſueh Miniſter j :ac\-6lſo; 10 order-the 
Profits of ever ſuch Living to be applied for the: 
mem of anather to ſupply the "rs until ſuch 
as the offending 445 05 ſhall in the 
 faur Miniſters | acknowledge bis fouls to the: Bis 
„and promiſe amendment of Life far 1 
Is alſo propoſed, That 10 thiripar poſe the 
ſhall early uiſit his Clergy in guety Deamy, 10 


Daralſo further fropeſed, Tbat fer the Biſhop" 
ter lafonmat ian, as to the Liver f the 
in, his on 


1 be. 
Clergy wit 


eee th — 
is ie eee 3 9938 81 $7 | | 
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This whole] Prepedtion is deſigned for the 


enting-; Immoralicy. in the Clergy, chas 


prev 

which «here nothing more prejudicial co Ra. 
bgion. , Examples are of moge force than-Prek 
cepts. And tha Man talk like an Angeliof 
Light in the Pulpitʒ / yet if out 


fluenco upon the Lives of his 3 a 


* 


nta, and: determine all things af this nam. 


5 2 or wares 7 


it he behaves 
himſelf like a Fend of Hell, ic caunon be expect - 
ed that his Preaching ſhould, have un great Ia - 


ft 


* 
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de owned, tliat there are very thany excellint 
Men and Minifters, who are the Ornamerns of 


by Drunkenneſs, and other enormous -Cri 
are the ſhame of their Function The Imi beer] 
ty of theſe is both a Diſparagerhent, — De- 
triment to the Church. It is therefore neceſſa- 
ry, that ſuch care ſhould be taken to puniſſt the 
Immoralities which abound among the Clergy; 
may make them watchful over their-owrr 


them; but the Largeneſs of their Dioceſes ren- 
ders it impoſſible for them to have a perſonal 
| node of their Clergies Behaviour: And 
therefore it is neceſſary, that ſome Means ſhould 
be afforded them, whereby they may receive 
2 Aſſiſtance in the Government of the 
Churches committed to their Care in this ) 
It is true, this Matter is now intruſted with the 
Keclefiaſtical Courts; but their Intereſt lies ſo 


ien to connive at theſe things, that it is found 


by Experience ta be to no purpoſe to in 


of any ching in that Court? for a little oney 
will ſtifle the matter, thoꝰ it be never fo hainous 


and wicked. It is therefore but 2 2 


that for the more affectual puſſiſument of 

in the Clergy, ſome may be * of the 
Dioceſs a iced by che Bing to be be bis Adi 
the Manners of the Clergy ; 
who by their — and Exemplary Lives may 
Example to the Ning Clergy, 
and who by-their h Nr wy 
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our Church; but yet there are many alſo, 0 


ves. I doubt not but the R. R. Biſhops would 
I they knew who they were, ſeverely - puniſh 


1 
| it 
bo " 
1 


? 
d 
» 
1 


1 


) o England ö dm, rela 


| 0 131 ) 

13. I is propoſed, That vboſe, ber 
„ e and ſhall comply with the 
Term: propoſed, ſhall be ſuffered to continue in the 

es where they are, to preach as Lelimrers, at 
40 charge of their N until ſurb 2 4; they 
may be otherwiſe provided for. | 


This is not deſigned to be any Viſa to 
the Parochial Rights of any Incumbenc, 1 
at preſent there is a Meeting of Diſſent pr 
only to provide for the Support of thoſe, whole 
peaceable Diſpoſitions ſhall incline den? to Con- 
form, until they ſhall be provided for * N 

fertled Cure in the Chur 


Pra 44. It is Lafly 560. 1 1k, | 
who At. of Conſcience comply with the Terms 
Propoſed, but yer do profeſs the belief of the Chrifti- 
an Faith contdimed in the Dorinal Articles of "the +» 
* Church of England, ſhould enjoy the Benefit of be 
preſent Act of Toleration, with this N That. 


their Preachers follow no other Eqnploy, but their © 
Preaching or Teaching. It is 32 e 
That none be any more tal erated, who are eit 


of the cr 


* N * 


| © Th&Devgn of this FLY ie ind ont 
ſuchi an Fxpedient, that the Church may not 
lie under the Imputation of perſecuting her 
weak Brethren, =_ yet may pre ſerve her Do- 
ctrine and Diſcipline ts from groſs Corrupti- | 
ons. It is im le, that all'thoſe who profes 
the Chriſtian Faich, ſhould- be in all things of 
the ſame Mind; e may as ſoon expect, "x 


Vs 


* 


© 


ee 


TY % * er * 


821 hack 


OR 


| 17 440 a 
Si . 1 . dne 5 
8 * T 8 Þ1ts 3 
| $664 4 10s 
0 844 eite 3 2 4 


e is DE! d 5 1 Bo 4 "WF 


FN 


8. ot _ 7 

0 =o — cz. Ns 1 Is dlocl 
„ 

| * 8 * Ste * ES : * 


©. 2 7 « * A's 


2 = 
7 a . - * 9 
= - t 
* 12 , - 4 ö \* , 1 ; 
. » . Y * 
wa s — * ; 0 p 5 | «oe Bs 
** 4. 8 e Sip: | 
* # p "= - * 0 2 2 * 4 
- G 4 2 5 _ = 6 4 = 5 9 a 1 > 3 * 
i 3 * 0 * _ } „ 8 © "3 a - i 
o 4; %- * =. >. | * 2 a . . - 
\ 0 « 2 . * * J 4 þ 
_— * % a ' l l - . _ . f * . - 1 
4 \ . \ | 9 


